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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Article 25AA -- Agricultural Districts of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law
(AML) provides counties with the opportunity to create agricultural districts for the purpose of
protecting and promoting the agriculture industry. Section 303-a(1) of Article 25AA provides for
county legislatures to review an agricultural district eight, ten or 12 years after its creation and
every eight, ten or 12 years thereafter, and recommend continuation, termination or modification
of the district. Monroe County Agricultural Districts (Map 1) are reviewed on an eight-year basis
to see if they are still achieving their intended purposes.

This report describes the Monroe County Eastern Agricultural District #6, located in the Towns
of Brighton, Henrietta, Mendon, Penfield, Perinton, Pittsford, Rush and Webster (a list of parcels
comprising the existing district is included as Appendix A). The following sections include an
overview of the review process, a listing of proposed modifications to the Eastern Agricultural
District, a discussion of the review factors that are required in Article 25AA for district reviews,
and the recommendation to continue the District with modifications.

2.0 REVIEW PROCESS

The agricultural district review process is prescribed in Section 303-a of Article 25AA. The
process calls for the county agricultural and farmland protection board to prepare a report
concerning various factors and make a recommendation to the county legislative body regarding
the district. The review is a participatory process that also includes citizens within and adjacent
to the district and encourages landowners to review and to provide direct input in the final
makeup of the district. It is during this review process that a landowner may request to add land
to or remove land from a district. Adding land to and/or removing land from a district results in a
modified district. Finally, input is also solicited from town leaders, core farmers, and local
agribusiness experts.

Agricultural and farmland protection boards are established pursuant to Section 302 of Article
25AA. One of the board’s responsibilities is to ensure that agricultural interests are considered
during the agricultural district review process. The knowledge of this board on the review factors
enables them to advise the county legislative body on the benefits associated with agriculture,
both as a land use and as an integral part of the county’s economy.

The process for this renewal is as follows:

After receiving notification from the state that the review should be undertaken, the county
legislative body publishes a legal notice announcing that the review is underway and that the
municipalities in the district and the public have 30 days to submit requests for district
modification to the county legislative body. The review considers the needs of the farmers in
this area and the development goals and objectives of the municipalities within the
agricultural district and the County’s development goals and objectives for the area of the
County in which the district is located.

At the end of the 30-day period, the requests received by the county legislative body are

forwarded to the agricultural and farmland protection board for review. The board uses these
communications along with other pertinent information to develop a joint recommendation on
the district. This recommendation is then forwarded to the county legislative body for action.

The county legislative body holds a public hearing at a location convenient to agricultural
district to present the joint recommendation and to obtain any final comments. If necessary,
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the legislative body revises the recommendation following the public hearing and typically
acts to continue and modify the district. This recommendation is then forwarded to the New
York State Department of Agriculture and Markets for district certification. The review
process ends when the county receives a district certification notice from the Department of
Agriculture and Markets.

3.0 DISTRICT REVIEW

After receiving notification from NYS DAM that the review of the Eastern Agricultural District
#6 should be undertaken, the Monroe County Legislature published a legal notice announcing that
the review is underway and that municipalities in the District and the public have 30 days to
submit requests for District modification to the county legislative body (see affidavits of the 30-
day review period and public hearing notices in Appendix B).

Staff from the Monroe County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board (AFPB) gathered
information about agriculture in the District per Section 303-a of Article 25AA of the NYS AML,
discussed below. Members of the AFPB considered the proposed District boundary
modifications and the review factors and recommended modifying and continuing the Monroe
County Eastern Agricultural District #6.

3.1 Proposed District Boundary Modifications

The proposed Eastern Agricultural District boundary modifications are based on landowner
requests to have parcels added to (included in) or removed from (excluded from) the District. A
list of requests is included as Appendix C and proposed modifications are shown on Map 2.
Modifications to the Eastern Agricultural District are summarized in Table 1. Requests to add
land to the District total approximately 122 acres; proposals to remove land from the
District total approximately 216 acres. The modifications would result in a net decrease of
approximately 94 acres from the Eastern Agricultural District.

Inclusions

In the Town of Mendon, one owner requested that one parcel totaling 16 acres be added to
the Eastern Agricultural District; this parcel is viable farm land. In the Town of Penfield, a
farmer and two landowners requested three parcels containing 106 acres be added to the
District. All three parcels are being worked for vegetables and field crops.

All four parcels (122 acres) are considered supportive of the intent of the District. Hence, the
Monroe County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board recommends the addition of
these four parcels to the Eastern Agricultural District #6.

Exclusions

In the Town of Penfield, one owner with two parcels totaling approximately 51 acres
requested removal of land from the Eastern Agricultural District for the purposes of building
single-family homes. In the Town of Pittsford, two owners of 24 parcels totaling
approximately 151 acres requested their removal from the District for the purposes of
building single-family homes. In the Town of Webster, one owner of a parcel totaling
approximately 14 acres requested the land be removed due to an existing commercial and
industrial use. Hence, the Monroe County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board
recommends the removal of these parcels (216 acres) from the Eastern Agricultural District
since these lands are no longer intended for agricultural use or supportive of farming
activities within the District.
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Upon the completion of the 2007 review of the Eastern Agricultural District, the physical area
was calculated at 47,610 acres. Currently available data from Monroe County Real Property
Service (June, 2015) indicates there are 46,120 acres in the District. Approximately 12 acres
were added in 2015 as part of the annual addition process described in Section 303-b of Article
25AA. Therefore, the size of the Eastern Agricultural District under consideration at this time is
46,132 acres minus 94 acres in proposed modifications for a total of 46,038 acres.

Table 1. Proposed Agricultural District Inclusions & Exclusions (values rounded)

Town Add Remove
Parcels Acres | Parcels | Acres
Mendon 1 16

Penfield 3 106 2 51
Pittsford 24 151
Webster 1 14
Total to add or remove 4 122 27 216

District acreage (June 2015) 46,120

Acres added 303-b process

(September 2015) 12

Net change (acres) (94)

Proposed 2015 total 46,038

3.2 Consideration of Review Factors

Section 303-a.2.b of Article 25AA lists factors to be considered in reviewing an agricultural
district.

(1) The nature and status of farming and farm resources within the Eastern Agricultural
District, including the total number of acres of land and the total number of acres of land
in farm operations in the District

The Eastern Agricultural District consists of predominantly agricultural land and other land not
well suited for residential and commercial development, such as wetlands and floodplains. There
is significant amount of woodland within the boundaries of the proposed District and it contains
the land holdings of several of Monroe County’s major commercial farm operations, which
provide a significant economic contribution to the local economy. The farms also contribute to
the diversity of employment opportunities provide a significant amount of land to the open space
inventory.

Farm operations continue to be a significant land use within the District: there are 46,037 acres in
District with an estimated 30,626 of those acres in farms (see Eastern Agricultural District
Review Profile, Appendix D). Since 2007, one horse operation has closed, one dairy farm has
transitioned to a fresh market vegetable and field crop operation, and one Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) vegetable operation has closed. The number and composition of the
operations in other enterprises, such as cash crops, orchards, horse, and fresh market, has
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remained constant. The distribution of farms over ranges of capital investment in farm operations
has also remained constant.

(2) Extent to which the Eastern Agricultural District has achieved its original objectives

Well over 50 percent of the land in the Eastern Agricultural District is actively farmed. Based on
informational meeting with farmers and landowners during a public information meeting held in
the Town of Pittsford in April, 2015, one-on-one visits, and telephone conversations with code
officers and town supervisors, nuisance issues, zoning codes and the threat of non-conforming
uses continue to be major concerns. The impact of residential development continues to instigate
hardships on production practices, especially in terms of drainage, noise, odor and dust
complaints. Almost all farmers and landowners indicate that farm operations in the Eastern
District benefit from the continued support of the District. The Agricultural Districts Law assists
in managing complaints and providing clarity on policy issues and enforcement of laws, rules,
regulations, and ordinances at both the town and county level.

During the past eight years, the growth of new residential development has slowed but continues
at a moderate pace. Much of the farmland that remains within the District boundaries is owned
and/or leased by economically viable and competitive farm operations. Most of the remaining
farmland is expected to be used for agricultural purposes or for low-density residential
development, primarily along road frontages.

(3) Extent to which Monroe County and local municipal comprehensive plans, policies and
objectives are consistent with and support the Eastern Agricultural District

Monroe County Agricultural and Farmland Protection Planning and Implementation Efforts
The Monroe County legislature adopted the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan in March
1999. The Towns of Perinton and Rush have also adopted farmland protection plans. The Town
of Pittsford details and highlights the importance of agricultural as a use within its
Comprehensive Plan. Both the County and town plans include an inventory, analysis, and
recommendations concerning the disposition of agricultural lands throughout the County and
each town as well as within the District. Overall, town plans are consistent with the County-wide
plan. Upon participatory assistance from the County, every town has updated and or clarified
their comprehensive plans to further protect and promote agriculture and implement purchase of
development rights (PDR) within their jurisdictions. The Towns of Perinton, Pittsford, Rush and
Webster have PDRs (i.e. permanent conservation easements) within their jurisdictions.

Monroe County Comprehensive Plan

The conceptual plan for the County's development pattern is contained in the Land Use Element
of the adopted Monroe County Comprehensive Development Plan (1975). The Plan recommends
that a limited, if any, portion of the District would be needed for urban development through the
year 2000. There is ample land available for urban development needs outside the proposed
modified Agricultural District area. The land that has water, sewers, and a good transportation
system would be targeted to receive the development that accompanies the expansion of the
County. Areas that cannot readily support the various conditions for development without
significant outlays of public monies to provide improvements would be isolated from
development and targeted for other non-intensive uses such as agriculture.

The Eastern Agricultural District has had a positive influence on the County’s Comprehensive
Plan in that it reinforces the Plan’s land use recommendations for this portion of the County.
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Monroe County Capital Improvements in Eastern Agricultural District

When public road, sewer, and water projects traverse farmland, the agricultural district
regulations place limitations and conditions on these projects that help minimize their impact on
the land. Thus, in this context and from an agricultural perspective, the Eastern Agricultural
District has a positive influence on the capital improvement projects.

Monroe County Department of Environmental Services (MCDES)

In 2011 and 2012, Monroe County DES made extensive capital improvements to the sanitary
pump station at the southeast corner of Pinnacle Rd. and Stone Rd. in Henrietta. In the past, this
area was converted from farmland into a single-family home subdivision; the residential parcels
have not been removed from the District.

Upgrades to the pump station at the Children’s Detention Center in Henrietta (formerly School at
Industry) are planned for 2016-2017.

The condition of the closed Northeast Quadrant Landfill (Gloria Drive Landfill, 1735 Kennedy
Rd., Penfield) will be evaluated in 2015-2016; remedial activities, if needed will take place in
2016.

Monroe County Department of Transportation (MCDOT)

Monroe County DOT did a review of project activities for roads, bridges and culverts that were
constructed in the Eastern Agricultural District between 2008 and 2015; the following projects
were undertaken during that time:

Year Town Location

2010 Henrietta East River Rd., Rush-Henrietta Town Line to 1-90
2014 Henrietta Pinnacle Rd., Rush-Henrietta Town Line to 1-90
2010 Mendon  Honeoye Falls No. 6 Rd. Bridge, replacement
2010 Mendon  Honeoye Falls No. 6 Rd. Culvert, replacement
2010 Penfield  Five Mile Line Rd., Linden Ave. to NY Rte. 404
2009 Pittsford  Marsh Rd. Bridge

2015 Pittsford  Marsh Rd., south of NY Rte. 31 to NY Rte. 31F
2015 Pittsford  Sibley Rd. Bridge, rehabilitation

2010 Rush East River Rd., Livingston-Monroe County Line to Rush-West Rush Rd.
2010 Rush Pinnacle Rd. Culvert, replacement
2013 Rush Pinnacle Rd., NY Rte. 251 to Rush-Henrietta Town Line

In addition, the following projects are currently planned within the Eastern District as per the
2016-2021 Monroe County Capital Improvement Program.

Year Town Location

2016 Henrietta  Erie Station Rd., NY Rte. 15 to Middle Rd.
2016 Henrietta ~ Woodruff Rd. Culvert, replacement

2018 Mendon West Bloomfield Rd. Culvert, replacement
2019 Mendon Mendon Center Rd., Canfield Rd. to Calkins Rd.
2021 Mendon East Street Culvert, replacement

2017 Perinton Ayrault Rd., Turk Hill Rd. to Aldrich Rd.
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2017 Perinton Thornell Rd., West Bloomfield Rd. to NY Rte. 96
2020 Rush Middle Rd. Culverts, replacement

Monroe County Water Authority (MCWA)

The Monroe County Water Authority did a review of newly installed water main facilities located
partially or wholly in the Eastern Agricultural District. The MCWA does not extend water mains
for new customers -- the installation of new facilities is the responsibility of the municipalities.
The MCWA reviewed and approved the following projects and took them into the water system
once completed:

Year  Town Location
2008  Henrietta Harrowgate Crossing, Longton PI., Moore Rd., Sedgley Pk., Westcombe
Pk.

2010  Henrietta Haywards Heath, Longton PI., Sedgley Pk.
2011  Henrietta Blaydon Loop, Haywards Heath, Longton Pl., Sedgley Pk.
2013  Henrietta Sedgley Pk, Southend Sq.

2014 Henrietta 1200 Martin Rd.

2015  Henrietta Martin Rd., Bradgate Pk., Candleford Hts.
2011 Mendon  Hunt Club Dr.

2013  Mendon  154-162 Smith Rd.

2009 Penfield  Balmoral Dr.

2010  Penfield  Cali Ridge

2011  Penfield  Balmoral Dr.

2012  Penfield  Ashlyn Rise

2013  Penfield  Kbnightbridge Dr., Crowne Pt. Dr.

2011  Pittsford  Coventry Ridge, Dunnewood Ct.

2014  Rush 300 Rush Scottsville Rd.

2015  Webster  Whiting Rd. at Klem Rd.

2015  Webster  Providence Dr.

In addition, the Eastside Water Supply Project, located in the towns of Webster and Penfield, was
completed to increase the reliability and capacity of the Water Authority’s existing water system.
The project included the installation of a water treatment facility on Basket Rd. in Webster, a
pump station on Lake Rd. in Webster, and 13 miles of transmission main that brings water from
Lake Ontario to the treatment plant and then connects to the existing system in the Town of
Penfield. No services were installed along the transmission main.

Currently, there are no new construction projects proposed to be undertaken by the MCWA
within the Eastern Agricultural District. Projects proposed to be completed by municipalities and
developers include water mains at Gainsborough PI. in Henrietta and 690 Boughton Hill Rd. in
Mendon.

Municipal Comprehensive Plans

Since their jurisdictions include lands within the Eastern Agricultural District, the comprehensive
plans of the Towns of Brighton, Henrietta, Mendon, Penfield, Perinton, Pittsford, Rush, and
Webster and the Villages of Honeoye Falls and Pittsford were reviewed regarding consistency
with the purpose and intent of the District. Generally, all plans recommend that the vast majority
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of land included in the District, as well as the proposed additions, remain rural with agriculture
and low density residential as the preferred land uses. Additionally, each plan contains policies
designed to retain and support agriculture as the principal land use in the District.

Although agricultural district law suggests municipal planning be consistent with the intent of the
agricultural districts program, municipalities plan and zone land for nonagricultural uses in
agricultural districts. The presence of the Eastern Agricultural District and farming in general has
resulted in agriculture being promoted as a land use in all municipal comprehensive plans and the
District has a positive influence on these plans. However, the presence of the District has not
influenced any agricultural lands to be rezoned from rural residential to agricultural, which would
be the strongest zoning designation consistent with the agricultural districts program’s intent.

Town of Brighton

The Town of Brighton’s Comprehensive Plan (2000) does not include specific mention of
agriculture for economic development or as a land use. However, an inference may be that
agriculture is considered active open space. Based on historical records, no lands within the
Town have ever been included or requested for inclusion into the Eastern Agricultural District
until the 2015 annual addition process. The Town has parcels that were farmed along 1-590 up
until the early 1990s, but the land was sold into development or dedicated as parkland. The plan
indicates the Town has a long-standing vision to preserve and acquire more open space and
suggests doing so by the use of an environmental protection overlay district (EPOD) and
conservation easements. Agriculture as a land use could be considered under the EPOD,
however, the lack of acknowledgement and a limited definition of agriculture as a land use within
the comprehensive plan and zoning code may prove to be problematic. The Town is currently
updating the comprehensive plan; both the AFPB and Monroe County Department of Planning
and Development will contact the Town to suggest agriculture be addressed as part of the
comprehensive plan update.

Town of Henrietta

The Town of Henrietta Comprehensive Plan (2011) is a continuation of the 2003 Comprehensive
plan and continues to manage growth so as to accommodate increased residential, commercial
and industrial development north of 1-90 and along 1-390 but with an emphasis on community
building, green infrastructure and economic development. The plan highlights agricultural
landscapes as part of the green infrastructure. Future development projects being proposed
predominantly are located either north of 1-90 or on either side of 1-390. A precursor to the
update of the Comprehensive Plan was a town-wide community survey (2001), which indicated
82 percent of respondents indicated that agricultural preservation was “important.”

In the District, a small number of farmers work a large number of acres. The parcels are zoned
primarily Residential (R-1-15 and R-1-20). The zoning does not discourage residential
development. Principal permitted (“as of right”) uses permitted in the District includes single-
family dwellings, farms, greenhouses, plant nurseries, agricultural operations, public parks,
playgrounds, recreational areas, home occupations, private garages, churches, schools and other
service institutions, golf courses, and child care centers, day care centers, nursery schools, and
preschools; uses not specified as “permitted” are not allowed.

Very little of the Henrietta portion of the Eastern Agricultural District is served by public sewer,
which appears to have a restraining effect on development pressures and helps to limit the
conversion of agricultural land to urbanized uses.
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Some of the Eastern Agricultural District land in Henrietta has been developed since the District
was last renewed in 2007. In 2013, site and building renovations were made at the former NYS
School at Industry for the Monroe County Children’s Detention Center. The Town of Henrietta
continues to look for opportunities to purchase farmland for parks and open space. Land values
in the Town’s agricultural district are generally based on the residential land derived from the
zoning instead of the agricultural land value.

Village of Honeoye Falls

There is farmland in the Eastern Agricultural District in the Village of Honeoye Falls. The
Village anticipates this land will be developed eventually and does not plan to purchase the land
or enact a restrictive zoning ordinance or in any other way preclude the loss of this agricultural
district land to development.

Town of Mendon

The Town of Mendon Comprehensive Plan (2005) seeks to manage residential, commercial and
light industrial growth so as to limit the negative impacts on farmland and the environment. The
Plan is consistent with the goals of the Eastern Agricultural District.

The intent is to limit the overall density of development in the rural areas of the Town to an
average of three to five acres per dwelling unit and to preserve farmland and natural resources. A
significant amount of any parcel proposed for development will be required to be set aside as
open space (for example, 50% of the original parcel, to be determined on an individual case basis
depending on the amount and type of significant open space that is suitable for protection).

Development in these areas will be required to incorporate a significant amount of land in open
space and be consistent with the rural, open character of the community as well as with
agricultural and outdoor recreational uses. Infrastructure improvements in agricultural areas are
limited to public water system extensions, maintenance of roadways, and appropriate drainage
facilities.

Town of Penfield

The Town of Penfield Comprehensive Plan (2010) continues to seek and maintain the residential
character of the Town while preserving open space, environmentally sensitive areas and
agricultural land. The Plan recognizes prime soils and suggests that lands within the District
remain rural and agricultural in nature. The vast majority of land included in the Eastern
Agricultural District in the Town is to remain rural with agriculture and low-density residential
development as the preferred land uses. To support agricultural operations, the Plan promotes
and lists agriculture economic development opportunities and action items such as revising the
Town’s Roadside Stands Ordinance to encourage farm markets. An assumption of the plan is that
growth will continue about at a slower rate and residential development will occur primarily in
the central sections of the Town.

Town of Perinton

Considered as part of its Comprehensive Plan, the Town of Perinton adopted a Farmland
Protection Plan in 2012, which recognizes the importance of and seeks to preserve and promote
agriculture as a use. The Farmland Protection Plan provides reference information and serves as
a guide to local actions that can be taken to support agriculture and retain farmland. The
document is intended to be used as a guide by the Town Planning Board and Zoning Board of
Appeals in the review of development proposals that may affect farmland, by the Conservation
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Board in promoting conservation of land resources in the Town, and by the Town Board as it a
guide to financial and regulatory actions.

Town of Pittsford

The Town of Pittsford Comprehensive Plan (2009) seeks to manage growth so as to maintain the
quality of life. The Town’s agricultural roots are exemplified by 1,200 acres of permanently
protected, working farms. Such farms confer a rural character on large areas of the Town -- a
complement to the Town’s developed areas. Agriculture is an important part of Pittsford’s
history and character. In 1996, the Town produced a Greenprint illustrating public and private
open space, farmland, woodlots, wetlands, and old-field wildlife habitats, which has resulted in
the preservation of approximately 2,000 acres of farmland. However, agricultural lands less than
10 acres in size, whether or not they are in an agricultural district, are not included in the
Greenprint. As the Town reaches build-out, lands south of the NYS Thruway will continue to be
under development pressure. The Town is in the midst of updating its comprehensive plan again
and is also considering updating the zoning code to promote agriculture as a use.

Village of Pittsford

The Powers Farm occupies most District land within the Village of Pittsford; the Town of
Pittsford owns the development rights of the land. Current land use surrounding the District in
the Village is residential and commercial. No new development is expected; however, a small
parcel that may be in the District but not part of the PDR program may be developed.

Town of Rush

The Town of Rush adopted a Farmland Protection Plan in 2012 as well as a right to farm law.
The Farmland Protection Plan sets priorities and guides decision-making to address concerns
about continued loss of high quality farmlands and enhance the future viability of agriculture.

The Town’s existing development centers on the Hamlet of Rush as well as the 1-390/NY-251
interchange. Plans for future development, as outlined in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan,
include limiting growth to this interchange. Limiting development in the southern portion of the
Town would avoid pressures on farmland owners that could cause them eventually to take their
land out of agricultural use.

There is a long-standing intent to secure funding to install sewer lines in the Hamlet. The Town
recognizes that sewer and water lines increase development pressure on farmland and so if such a
project comes to fruition it will be conducted so as to minimize the impacts to agricultural land.

Town of Webster

The Town of Webster Comprehensive Plan (2008) and Open Space Plan (2001) seeks to maintain
its residential character while preserving open space and expanding its economic base.

The Plan provides significant detail highlighting industrial, commercial and residential uses. The
Plan encourages the use of conservation easements, advocates for a county agriculture program
manager, advocates for the use of buffer areas, and encourages farmers to enroll their lands into
an agricultural district and participate in use value assessments. Approximately eight percent of
Webster’s land is in agricultural use. The largest of the agricultural tracts encompasses nearly the
entire area bounded by State, Salt, County Line and East Ridge Roads. Smaller parcels of
agricultural land, including a number of apple and other orchards, are scattered throughout the
eastern and northern parts of the Town but are under heavy development pressure.
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The vast majority of land included in the Agricultural District is to remain rural with agriculture
and low-density residential development as the preferred land uses. Although these policies are
designed with the intention to retain and support agriculture as the principal land use in the
District, low density residential has often created additional complaints by homeowners when
adjacent to or in close proximity to an agricultural use.

Impacts of Nonagricultural Development on District

Prevailing non-farm development continues to be predominantly single family homes. However,
the Towns of Henrietta (north of the Thruway) and Webster continue to have significant
commercial and industrial development, effectively creating centers of retail and food service.
This significantly exacerbates traffic and drainage issues and encourages residential development.
Several forms of tract-type housing were built in Henrietta (south of the Thruway) and Webster.
For the Towns of Pittsford, Penfield, Perinton and Mendon, residential development is primarily
in the form of infill. For Pittsford, the availability of large parcels available for residential
development has significantly declined. Mendon residential development can effectively be
described as large to medium size lot development.

Commercial, industrial, and residential land-use is prevalent in the District and potentially
increases the likelihood of nonfarm neighbor complaints about farming operations. Neighbor
complaints received in all towns have been resolved based on the provisions of the agricultural
districts law such as the state mandated disclosure notice to provide early notification to nonfarm
neighbors that they are likely to experience effects from farming operations and modifications
and discretion when interpreting existing zoning codes as they relate to an agricultural use.

Nonfarm development continues to impact farming and should be monitored as part of the
implementation and update process for the Monroe County Farmland Protection Plan as well as
town comprehensive plans.

(4) Degree of coordination between local laws, ordinances, rules and regulations that apply to
farm operations in Eastern Agricultural District and their influence on farming

All municipalities provide rules, regulations and laws that impact an agricultural use within the
Eastern Agricultural District. Generally, municipal zoning codes, (mostly residential zoning), do
not prohibit agriculture. However, multiple conflicts (i.e. Mendon, Penfield, Perinton, Rush,
Webster, and Village of Pittsford) have arisen regarding farm operations engaged in an activity to
be deemed non-agricultural. The Towns of Pittsford, Mendon, and Rush have adopted various
versions of a Right to Farm Law to address and mitigate these concerns.

All municipalities have been contacted, offered trainings, and received additional information
about state assistance payments offered by NYSDAM in order to amend municipal laws affecting
agricultural lands and remove unreasonable restrictions affecting agricultural lands and farm
operations. At the time of this writing, the towns of Henrietta, Rush, Mendon, and Pittsford have
indicated an interest in applying for assistance funding to update municipal code.

Although the Monroe County Farmland Protection Plan recommends the creation of agricultural
zoning for agricultural areas as to encourage agriculture and food related uses, no municipalities
within the Eastern Agricultural District have proposed a comprehensive agricultural zoning code.
Anecdotally, most farmers, large lot landowners, and public and appointed officials do not fully
support the creation of a comprehensive agricultural zoning code within respective municipalities.
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Rather, they tend only to support agricultural zoning in regards to allowable buildings or
implications for reduction in tax assessments and or fees associated with an agricultural use.

All municipalities in the District use the Agriculture Data Statement (ADS) to assess and
communicate the impacts of potential nonfarm development proposed on land that is part of an
active farm in the District or is proposed for land that is within 500 feet of an active farm in the
District. The municipal board reviewing the proposed nonfarm development must determine,
based on information provided in the ADS and by adjacent farmers, whether the proposed
development will conflict with present and future farming operations, and if so, determine
appropriate mitigation measures.

The following information, although not exhaustive, highlights potential conflicts with municipal
codes requiring minimum lot size, limitations on the sale of farm products, limitations on noise
and types of agricultural activities. All municipalities have been contacted regarding the
importance of reviewing and modifying existing code in the interests of protecting and promoting
agriculture as a land use and being consistent with Agriculture and Markets Law. The Towns of
Perinton and Rush have conducted a comprehensive review of their municipal law affecting
agricultural lands and unreasonably restricting farm operations. A comprehensive review of these
town farmland protection plans is available at each town; hence, a review of these town codes is
not included in this narrative.

Town of Brighton

Multiple sections of town code appear to be inconsistent with the intent and purpose of an
agricultural district as well as promoting agriculture as a land use within the municipality.
Potential revisions to be considered include: 1) definitions of agricultural operation, agricultural
activity, and farm; 2) solid waste; 3) fencing; 4) riding stables; 5) animals; 6) burning; and 7)
licensing and permitting involving an agricultural use.

Town of Henrietta

The agricultural district in the southwest and southeast portions of Henrietta is zoned large-lot (3-
to 5-acre) residential; part of the district is zoned commercial. Agriculture is not listed as a
permitted use in the commercial zoning district, but neither is it prohibited. The commercial
zoning in the district will not be changed since the land is not currently agricultural nor is it likely
to become agricultural. The Town has effectively encouraged development north of the
Thruway, while land south of the Thruway has been designated for farming and residential
development.

The Town Code requires a five-acre minimum lot size to be considered a farm. Establishing a
minimum lot size for farm operation within a zoning district that includes land within a certified
agricultural district may be unreasonably restrictive. The definition of a farm operation in AML
8301 subd. 11 does not include an acreage threshold. The Town’s definition of a farm includes
the necessary farm structures within the prescribed limitations and the storage of necessary
equipment. It excludes the raising of fur-bearing animals, livery or boarding stables and dog
kennels. In any residential district, no lot may be used or occupied and no structure may be
erected, maintained or used for the raising or harboring of pigeons, swine, goats, rabbits, cows,
horses, poultry, foxes, mink, skunk or other fur-bearing animals, unless application is made to
and a special permit is granted by the Town Board, subject to such terms and conditions as may
be appropriate in the particular case and in conformity with the provisions of Article XII of the
Town Code and the following general provisions.
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Village of Honeoye Falls

There is District land in the Village of Honeoye Falls that is zoned general commercial; the
zoning code does not list agriculture as a permitted use and is not consistent with the goal of the
Agricultural District. However, farming takes place on parts of these parcels and is permitted as a
pre-existing use. The portions of the parcels that are not currently farmed are already developed,
and so there would be no benefit to the District by changing the zoning ordinance.

Town of Mendon

Most zoning codes in the District in the Town of Mendon are rural residential with agriculture
listed as a permitted use. Some parcels in the District are zoned CB — community business; this
zone does not list agriculture as a permitted use and so is not consistent with the goal of the
District. However, these parcels are practically completely developed, and so there would be no
benefit to the District by changing the zoning ordinance. The Town has adopted a “Right to Farm
Law of the Town of Mendon;” however, several zoning codes may still be deemed as
unreasonably restrictive for farm operations within an agricultural district. For example, the
raising, harboring or housing of animals requires a minimum lot size based on the number of
animals; and prohibition of commercial feed lots are prohibited.

Town of Penfield

There are zoning districts in Penfield that do not specifically list agriculture as a permitted use,
but these districts are not located in the Agricultural District. The zoning districts present in the
District are rural residential. Incentive zoning, rezoning with incentives, conservation easements,
transfer of development rights and zoning for increased density are used or being considered to
preserve agricultural land and open space.

Any person within any zoning district may erect a roadside stand and sell agricultural products.
However, the Town limits the sale of farm products to products grown on the premises by a
resident of the property. Pursuant to AML 8301 subd. 11, a “farm operation” consists of owned
and/or rented parcels of land that may be contiguous or non-contiguous to each other. A local
prohibition on the retail sales of product grown on a parcel that is part of a farm operation and
transported to the farm’s sale facility at another parcel that is part of the farm operation is
unreasonably restrictive in possible violation of AML 306-a. Some farmers import crops from
other farms to sell at their operation to increase the diversity of products offered or to bridge
periods of low supply of commaodities produced on the farm. Product diversity may attract
customers to a farm market or nursery. The sale of some agricultural products grown off the farm
should be considered. According to an email dated 7/22/15 from the Town Planner, the Town
anticipates an update to the farm market section of the town ordinance to further encourage farm
markets and roadside stands.

The Town Code requires a five-acre minimum lot size for a farm market. Establishing a
minimum lot size for a farm market and/or farm operation within a zoning district that includes
land within a certified agricultural district may be unreasonably restrictive. The definition of a
farm operation, as provided in AML 8301 subd. 11, does not include an acreage threshold.

Town of Pittsford

Current zoning codes in the Town of Pittsford do not restrict agriculture and are designed to limit
development in agricultural areas. In an effort to preserve agricultural land and open space, the
Town is using conservation easements, incentive clustering, and purchase of development rights
programs. As new areas in the town are developed, water lines will run along the periphery of
farm operations; pump stations will be utilized as needed.
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The Town has created an agricultural zone, which protects lands of prime, unique and/or local
agricultural value and to encourage farms to remain in farm production. However, not all land in
an agricultural use is within an agricultural zone. Many parcels in agricultural use have a rural
conservation designation that effectively limits agricultural use relating to livestock. The
agricultural zone definition references AML 8301; its provision for permitted uses includes farm
stand regulations that detail the nature of product, hours and times of sale, size, signage and
special permitting requirements. However, livestock farming is set forth in a contract between
the Town and the owner and may be unreasonably restrictive. Also, according to section §185-
33.3 of the zoning code, rural residential development south Pittsford have a parcel size limitation
of five acres or more for some agricultural activities such as a farm market or a commercial
stable. Land designated as rural conservation is limited to growing of crops and accessory
agricultural uses -- no livestock farming is permitted. According to §185-116 of the zoning code,
the keeping of horses, including pasturage, is permitted on privately owned rural conservation
land, but no structures other than fences may be erected.

Village of Pittsford

The Village supports the Town of Pittsford’s PDR program and the agricultural district program
and its actions are consistent with the goals of those programs. However, several Village codes
may be unreasonably restrictive to a farm operation (e.g. limiting animal noise by making it
unlawful for any person to keep any animal or bird which, by causing frequent or long-continued
noise, shall disturb the comfort or repose of any person in the village; and, the use of a mobile
home on any property which may be used to house farm workers). During 2004, the Village
exempted agricultural fencing from all approval and permit requirements. However, during 2014,
the Village code officer appears to have adopted a strict definition of agricultural fencing,
potentially creating an unreasonable restriction on the use and replacement of agricultural
fencing.

Town of Webster

Farming is permitted in all zoning districts; thus, all of the zoning districts that apply to land in
the District permit farming. However, the definition of a farm in the code may be problematic as
it excludes the raising of fur-bearing animals, riding academies and livery or boarding stables.

The Town limits the sale of farm products to products grown on the premises by a resident of the
property. Pursuant to SAML 301 subd. 11, a “farm operation” consists of owned and/or rented
parcels of land that may be contiguous or non-contiguous to each other. A local prohibition on
the retail sales of product grown on a parcel that is part of a farm operation and transported to the
farm’s sale facility at another parcel that is part of the farm operation is unreasonably restrictive
in possible violation of AML 306-a. Some farmers import crops from other farms to sell at their
operation to increase the diversity of products offered or to bridge periods of low supply of
commodities produced on the farm. Product diversity may attract customers to a farm market or
nursery. The sale of some agricultural products grown off the farm should be allowed.

The Town Code requires a five-acre minimum lot size to be considered a farm. Establishing a
minimum lot size for farm operation within a zoning district that includes land within a certified
agricultural district may be unreasonably restrictive. The definition of a farm operation as
described in AML 301 subd. 11 does not include an acreage threshold.
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The needs of a start up farm operation should be considered. Such farms often start out selling a
large percentage of agricultural products grown off the farm in order to develop a customer base
and maintain income while their nursery and or farm products mature.

(5) Recommendations to modify and continue Eastern Agricultural District

Based on the strong viability of agriculture within the Eastern Agricultural District and continued
development pressure, a need still exists to ensure that a favorable economic climate continues so
that land speculation and adverse impacts due to development are minimized or mitigated. The
Eastern Agricultural District continues to provide needed benefits and protection to member
farmers and agricultural landowners who wish to continue farming.

Based on the information discussed in this report, the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board
strongly recommends the renewal and modification of the Eastern Agricultural District.

4.0 MONROE COUNTY LEGISLATURE RECOMMENDATION

A public information meeting, a 30-day review and comment period and a public hearing were
held to discuss the District with landowners (see supporting documentation in Appendix B). An
environmental review for this action is included as Appendix E and indicates there are no
significant adverse environmental impacts associated with the District. District boundary
modifications -- based on public input -- and the review factors discussed in Section 3.2 were
reviewed by the Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board, which recommends the District be
renewed with modifications (see Appendix F). The Monroe County Legislature reviewed the
information and the Board’s recommendations and recommends the continuation of the Monroe
County Eastern Agricultural District for another eight years with the following modifications:

e Four parcels containing approximately 122 acres to be added to the existing District as
follows: one parcel containing 16 acres in the Town of Mendon; and three parcels containing
106 acres in the Town of Penfield.

e Twenty seven parcels containing 216 acres be removed from the existing District as follows:
two parcels containing approximately 51 acres in the Town of Penfield; 24 parcels containing
approximately 151 acres in the Town of Pittsford; and one parcel totaling 14 acres in the
Town of Webster.

The modifications result in a net decrease of 94 acres for a total of approximately 46,038 acres in
Monroe County’s Eastern Agricultural District #6. The Monroe County Legislature Resolution is
included as Appendix G.
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APPENDIX B

Affidavits of Publication
of
30-Day Review Period Legal Notice
and
Public Hearing Legal Notice

Eastern Agricultural District #6
Monroe County, New York
2015 Agricultural District Review






DAILY

10f1

RECORD

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF NEW YORK
County of Monroe

The undersigned is the authorized designee of Bill Cummings/Interim Publisher of The Daily Record, a daily
newspaper published in Rochester, New York. A notice was published in said paper one times, commencing on
3/20/2015 and ending on 3/20/2015. The text of the notice as published in said paper is as set forth below, or in
the annexed exhibit. This newspaper has been designated by the Clerk of Monroe County for this purpose.

FiAl .,

Kristy O'Malley

Authorized Desighee

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF A 30-DAY PERIOD

FOR PUBLIC REVIEW OF THE

MONROLE COUNTY EASTERN
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT NO. 6

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the
Monroc County Castern Agricultural
District No. 6 (the "District"), encom-
pussing 47,674 acres in portions of
the Towns of Henrietta, Penfield,
Perinton, Piusford, Mendon, Rush
and  Webster was  originally
established in 1975 pumsuant Lo
Articke 25-AA of the New York State
Agriculture and Markets Law.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE,
that Monree County is required to
conduct a review of a district eight
years after its creation and every cight
years thereafter,

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE,
that 8 map of the District is on file
und open to public inspection in the
office of the Clerk of the Monroe
County Legislature and online at the
Moaroe Counly Planning Division
website:

www2, monroecounty.gov/planning-pl
anning.php,

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE,
that there is hercby cstablished a
30-day period for public review of the
above-mentioned  District,  which
period commences on April 14, 2015
and terminates on May 13, 2015,
During this period, sany municipalitics

e

and landowners within the Disifict
may propose modifications to the
District.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE,
thot any proposed modifications w
the District must be submitted in
writing to the Clerk of the Monroe
County Legislature within this 30-day
period for public review.,

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE,
that the Monroe Countly Agricullural
and Farmlund Proiection Board will
hold a Public Information Meeting
vegarding the District at the Pittsford
Town Hall, 11 8, Main Street,
Piusford, New York, 14534, on
Monday, April 14, 2015, a1 7:00 p.m,
S ———

PLEASE TAKE I'URTHER NOTICE,
that at the termination of the 30-day
period for public review, the District,
as currently confipured, and any
proposed  modifications  will  be
submitied 10 the Monroz County
Agricultural and Furmland Protection
Board for review and
recommendation to the Monroe
County Legislature whether 1o
continve, modily or terminate the
District.

DATED; March 10,2015

Jamie L. Slocum
Clerk of the
Legislature

407 County Office Building
39 W, Main Strect
Rochesier, NY 14614-1476

Monroe  County

Sworn to before me on this 20th day of March, 2015

LATONYA N, JO[HN'SSN York
$'OTARY PUBLIC, State of New
SRR Qualified in Magggoggggty
Reg. No. 01
]1:—3'3101\6'?!9}#530200- ornmiss'.gn Expires February 9, 2017

The Powers Building * 16 West Main Street Rochester, NY 14614 « (585) 232-6920
http:/iwww.nydailyrecord.com



ROCHESTER BUSINESS JOURNAL

45 East Avenue, Suite 500, Rochester, New York 14604

AFFIDAVIT

Paul Ericson, being duly sworn, says that he is the Vice President of the

ished in the City of Rocheste
i al, a weekly newspaper publishe :
?x{lﬁszs ;::::n of New York, and the notice hereto annexed was publishe

on time to wit the 20™ day of March, 2015,

@8

o

Paul Ericson

Sworn to before me this

253y of March, 2015.

Qb Low _~
TERESA D, WILLIAMS

PUBLIC, State of New York
NOTARY No. 01WI623841 3 Y
lified in Jefferson Coun
Co?rl\lr:isslan Expires April 4, 2015

RE: Legal Notice of File No., 15-0064

1

Phone: (585) 546-8303 * Fax: (585) 546-3398 ¢ E-mail: tbj@rbj.net

szl NOTICE

NOTICE OF A 30-bay
PERIOD FOR PUBLIC
REVIEW OF THE
MONROE COUNTY
EASTERN AGRIC ULTURAL
DISTRICT NO. &

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE,
that the Monroe County East.
ern Agricultural District No.
6 {the “District”), eNcompass-
ing 47,674 acres in portions
of the Towns of Henrietta,
Penficld, Perinton, Pittsford,
Mendon, Rush and Webster
was originally established in
1975 pursuant to Article 25-
AA of the New York State Ap-
riculture and Markets Law.,

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that Monroe County
is required to conduct a re.
view of a district eight years
after its creation and every
cight years thereafter

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that a map of the,
District is on file and open to
public inspection in the of-
fice of the Clerk of the Mon-
roe County Legislature and
online at the Monroe County
Planning Division website:
www2.monroecounty.gov/
planning-planning.php.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that there jg hereby
established a 30-day period
for public review of the above.
mentioned District, which pe-
riod commences on April 14,
2015 and terminates o May
13,2015, During this perind,
any municipalities and land-
owners within the District
'Tmay propese modifications
to the District.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that any proposed
modifications tg the District
must be submitted in writ.
ing to the Clerk of the Mon-
roe County Legislature within
this 30-day Period for public
review,

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that the Monroe
County Agricultural ang
Farmland Protection Board
will hold a Pyblic Information
Meeting regerding the District
at the Pittsford Town Hall,
11 8. Main Street, Pittsford,
New York, 14534, on ay,
April 14, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER
NOTICE, that &t the terming-
tion of the 30-day period for
public review, the District,
as currently configured. and

m



D

Y

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF NEW YORK
County of Monroe, ss.:

CORD

The undersigned is the authorized designee of Bill Cummings/Interim Publisher of The Daily Record, a daily
newspaper published in Rochester, New York. A notice was published in said newspaper one times, commencing
on 10/23/2015 and ending on 10/23/2015. The text of the notice as published in said newspaper is as set forth
below, or in the annexed exhibit.This newspaper has been designated by the Clerk of Monroe County for this

Sworn to before me on this 23rd day of October, 2015

purpose.
Kristy O’ Malley
Authorlzed Desu_:;ne
NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASLE TAKLE NOTICE that in
accordance with Article 25AA of the
NYS Agriculure and Markels Law, a
public hearing will be held by the
Plupning and Economic Development
Committee of the Monroe County
Legislature on Monday, November
16, 2015 a1 5:00 PM at the Legislative
Chambers, Monroe County Office
Building, 39 West Main Street, Rocl-
cster, New  York, regarding  the
cight-year review of the Monroe
County Lasiern Agriculural District
#6, located in the Towns of Brighton,
Henriela, Mendon, Penficld,
Perinton,  Piusford, Rush  and
Webster. The public hearing is being
held 1o give the public an opportunity
to comment on the following: the
existing District; the proposcd modifi-
calivns {being the writlen
amendments  proposed  during  the
thirty day review period); and the
recominendation  of  the  Monroc
County Agricultural and Farmland
Protection Board.

The existing Eastern  Agricultural
District  oceupics  portions  of
Brighton, Henrictta, Mendon,
Penfield, Perinton, Pittsford, Rush
and Websier.  The modifications
proposed 1o the Eastern District result
in a loss of 95 ucres for the Districl.
The modifications  include  the
addition of four parcels containing
approxdmately 122 acres: one parcel
in Mendon totaling approximaiely 16
acres and three parcels in Penfield

foaling approximaltely 105.6 acres,
The modificaions also  include
removing  twenty-seven  parccls
conining approximately 216 acres:
two parcels in Penficld totaling
approximately 51 acres, twenty-four
parcels in Pittslord 1otaling approxi-
mately 151.363 acres and one parcel
in Webster totaling approximalely 14
ucres,

The Monme County Agricullural and
Farmland Proteclion Board reviewed
the District and the proposed modifi-
cations and recommend that  the
District he continued with the inodifi-
cations proposed.

A peneral map of the existing District
and proposed  modifications  are
pruvided with this notice. A detiled
map of he existing  District and
propesed modifications may be exam-
ined in the Office of the Clerk of the
Monroe County Legislare, 407
County Officc Buwilding, 39 West
Main Street, Rochester, New York, A
report i deseribes the current status
of the District and the recommen-
dation of the Monroe County Agricul-
tural and Farmland Protection Board
regarding the District's continuation
and maodification may also  be
examined in the Clerk of the Legisla-
tre's office.

All parties ol interest and citizens will
be heard at the Public Hearing.

DATIED: October 13, 2015

Tk A Lur-

Notary Public, State of New York

Jamie L. Slocum
Clerk  of the
Legislature

407 County Office Building
39 W, Main Street
Rochester, NY 14614-1476
(585)753-1950

Monroe  County

File No. 15-0300
10859149 10-23-11
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The Powers Building + 16 West Main Street Rochester, NY 14614 » (585) 232.6920
hitp:/fwww.nydailyrecord.com
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ROCHESTER BUSINESS JOURNAL

45 East Avenue, Suite 500, Rochester, New York 14604

AFFIDAVIT

Susan R. Holliday, being duly sworn, says that she is the President of the Rochester
Business Journal, a weekly newspaper published in the City of Rochester, County of
Monroe, State of New York, and the notice hereto annexed was published in said paper
on time to wit the 23" day of October, 2015.

WM./C/ AL QM

/Susan R. Holliday

Sworn to before me this
23" day of October, 20135.

Q’ﬂ/v&, ﬁ? ; /\éﬁ«;’m
7 d

JOANNE M. GLIGORA
Notary Public, State of N.Y.
Monroe County ;
Commission Expiras Feb. 8, A0/E

RE: Notice of Hearing of File No. 15-0300

Phone: (585) 546-8303 ¢ Fax: (585) 546-3398 = E-mail: thj@rbj.net ¢ Web site: wwiw.rbjdaily.com




NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that in accordance with
Article 25AA of the
NYS Agriculture and
Markets Law, a pub-
lic hearing will be held
by the Planning and
Economic Develop-
ment Committee of the
Monroe County Leg-
islature on Monday,
November 16, 2015 at
5:00 PM at the Legisla-
tive Chambers, Monroe
County Office Building,
39 West Main Street,
Rochester, New York,
regarding the eight-
year review of the Mon-
roe County Eastern Ag-
ricultural District #6,
located in the Towns
of Brighton, Henrietta,
Mendon, Penfield, Per-
inton, Pittsford, Rush
and Webster. The pub-
lic hearing is being
held to give the public
an opportunity to com-
ment on the following:
the existing District;
the proposed modifica-
tions (being the written
amendments proposed
during the thirty day
review period); and the
recommmendation of the
Monroe County Agri-
cultural and Farmland
Protection Board.

The existing Eastern
Agricultural District
occupies portions of
Brighton, Henrietta,
Mendon, Penfield, Per-
inton, Pittsford, Rush
and Webster. The mod-
ifications proposed to
the Eastern District re-
sult in a loss of 95 acres
for the District. The
meodifications include
the addition of four
parcels containing ap-
proximately 122 acres:
one parcel in Mendon

totaling approximate-
ly 16 acres and three
parcels in Penfield to-
taling approximately
105.6 acres.The mod-
ifications also include
removing twenty-seven
parcels containing ap-
proximately 216 acres:
two parcels in Penfield
totaling approximately
51 acres, twenty-four
parcels in Pittsford to-
taling approximately
151.363 acres and one
parcel in Webster total-
ing approximately 14
acres.

The Monroe County Ag-
ricultural and Farm-
land Protection Board
reviewed the District
and the proposed
modifications and rec-
ommend that the Dis-
trict be continued with
the modifications pro-
posed.

A general map of the
existing District and
proposed modifications
are provided with this
notice. A detailed map
of the existing District
and proposed modifi-
cations may be exam-
ined in the Office of
the Clerk of the Mon-
roe County Legisla-
ture, 407 County Office
Building, 39 West Main
Street, Rochester, New
York. A report that de-
scribes the current sta-
tus of the District and
the recommendation
of the Monroe County
Agricultural and Farm-
land Protection Board
regarding the District’s
continuation and modi-
fication may also be ex-
amined in the Clerk of
the Legislature’s office.

All parties of inter-
est and citizens will
be heard at the Public

Hearing.

DATED: October 13,
2015

Jamie L. Slocum
Clerk of the Monroe
County Legislature
407 County Office
Building

39 W. Main Street
Rochester, NY 14614-
1476

(585) 753-1950

File No. 15-0300

10/23/15






APPENDIX C

Proposed Modifications to
Monroe County Eastern Agriculture District #6
2015

Eastern Agricultural District #6
Monroe County, New York
2015 Agricultural District Review






SUMMARY OF 2015 MODIFICATIONS TO THE
MONROE COUNTY EASTERN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT #6

Acres
Requests to be added to District (+) 122
Requests to be remove from District (-) -216
Total District modifications (+/-): -94
Size of District before 2015 eight-year review* 46,132
Additions as a result of requested modifications (+/-): -94
Size of District as a result of modifications: 46,038

* Based on Monroe County June, 2015, Real Proprty Service data (46,120
acres) plus acreage added as part of 2015, 303-b annual addition process
(12 acres).

Page 1 of 3 (Summary)



PARCELS TO ADD TO THE EASTERN DISTRICT #6

No. | TaxParcel ID | Owner | Parcel Address | Parcels / Acres
Town of Mendon
1 223.02-1-12 | AnnD. Williams | 1056 Cheese Factory Rd. 16
Parcels to Add, Town of Mendon: |1
Acres to Add, Town of Mendon: 16
Town of Penfield
1 110.01-2-1.1 David Woodward | 1454 Fairport Nine Mile Point Rd. 48
2 094.04-1-35.1 | Elizabeth Talarico 1035 Plank Road 8
3 094.04-1-35.2 Anne M. Talarico 1025 Plank Road 50
Parcels to Add, Town of Penfield:(3
Acres to Add, Town of Penfield: 106
Number of Parcels to Add to the Eastern Agricultural District: |4
Number of Acres to Add to the Eastern Agricultural District: 122
Page 2 of 3 (Adds) July 13, 2015



PARCELS TO REMOVE FROM THE EASTERN DISTRICT #6

Parcels /
No. Tax Parcel ID Owner Parcel Address Acres
Town of Penfield
1 111.01-1-8.1 D. Browne 1724 Kennedy Rd. 20
2 111.01-1-9.1 1748 Kennedy Rd. 31
Parcels to Remove, Town of Penfield: (2
Acres to Remove, Town of Penfield: 51
Town of Pittsford
1 177.04-1-15.11 T.F&S.A Clover Street 76
Spall
Former Current
2 178.03-2-1.1 178.03-2-1.12 Mendon Center Rd.
3 178.03-2-1.2 178.03-4-29 380 Mendon Center Rd. 75
4 178.03-2-3.11 178.03-4-30 384 Mendon Center Rd.
5 178.03-4-31
6 178.03-4-32
7 178.03-4-33
8 178.03-4-34
9 178.03-4-35
10 178.03-4-36
11 178.03-4-37
12 178.03-4-38 | \\iishire Hill,
13 178.03-4-39 LLC
14 178.03-4-40
15 178.03-4-41
16 178.03-4-42
17 178.03-4-43
18 178.03-4-44
19 178.03-4-45
20 178.03-4-46
21 178.03-4-47
22 178.03-4-48
23 178.03-4-49
24 178.03-4-50
Parcels to Remove, Town of Pittsford:|24
Acres to Remove, Town of Pittsford: 151
Town of Webster
1 066.03-1-6.115 Wickerwood, 1720 Boulter Industrial 14
L. P. Pkwy.
Parcels to Remove, Town of Webster:|1
Acres to Remove, Town of Webster: 14
Number of Parcels to Remove from the Eastern Agricultural District: |27
Number of Acres to Remove from the EasternAgricultural District: 216

Page 3 of 3 (Removals)







APPENDIX D

Monroe County Eastern Agricultural District #6
Review Profile (RA-114)

Eastern Agricultural District #6
Monroe County, New York
2015 Agricultural District Review






RA-114 (rev. 1-08)

New York State

Department of Agriculture and Markets

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT REVIEW PROFILE

DISTRICT IDENTIFICATION

County:

Monroe

District No.:
#6

Town(s) in District:

Brighton, Henrietta, Mendon, Penfield, Perinton, Pittsford, Rush, Webster

No. acres in district: No. ,acres in | No. acres cropped: No. acres owned No. acres rented by farmers:
f : by f :
46,037 AMe:30,625.61 23,77931 | %0081 19,275.8
AGRICULTURAL DATA ANALYSIS
A.  Since last review, number of acres in District Added: __76 Deleted: _ 216
B.  Since last review, number of acres in farms Increased: __ 26 Decreased:

! Number of acres in farms represents the sum of acres owned by farmers and rented by farmers.

(Attach additional sheets if necessary)







APPENDIX E

Short Environmental Assessment Form

Eastern Agricultural District #6
Monroe County, New York
2015 Agricultural District Review






Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 1 - Project Information

Instructions for Completing

Part 1 - Project Information. The applicant or project spensor is responsible for the completion of Part 1. Responses
become part of the application for approval or funding, are subject to public review, and may be subject to further verification.
Complete Part 1 based on information currently available. If additional research or investigation would be needed to fully
respond to any item, please answer as thoroughly as possible based on current information.

Complete all items in Part . You may also provide any additional information which you believe will be needed by or useful
to the lead agency; attach additional pages as necessary to supplement any item.

Part 1 - Project and Sponsor Information

Name of Action or Project:
Review of Monroe County Eastern Agricullural District

Project Location (describe, and attach a location map):

Towns of Brighton, Henrietta, Mendon, Penfield, Perinton, Pittsford, Rush and Webster. See attached map.

Brief Description of Proposed Action:

Add 4 parcels to Easlern Ag. District: 1056 Cheese Factory Rd., Town of Mendon; 1454 Fairport Nine Mile Paint Rd., 1035 Plank Rd., & 1025
Plank Rd., Town of Penfield. Remove 27 parcels from Ag, District: 1724 Kennedy Rd. & 1748 Kennedy Rd., Town of Penfield; 24 parcels on
Clover SL., Town of Pitisford; and 1720 Bouller Industrial Pkwy., Town of Webster,

Review impact of local plans and ordinances on agricullural activities in District.

Name of Applicant or Sponsor: Telephone: 5g5.753-2034

e E-Mail: rbell@monroecounty.gov

Address:
39 W. Main Street

City/PO: State: Zip Code:
Rochester NY 14614

1. Does the proposed action enly involve the legislative adoption of a plan, local law, ordinance, NO | YES

administrative rule, or regulation?

If Yes, attach a narrative description of the intent of the proposed action and the environmental resources that I:l
may be affected in the municipality and proceed to Part 2. If no, continue to question 2.

2. Does the proposed action require a permit, approval or funding from any other governmental Agency? NO | YES

If Yes, list agency(s) name and permit or approval:
NYS Dept. of Agriculture and Markets D

3.a. Total acreage of the site of the proposed action? 46,037 acres
b. Total acreage to be physically disturbed? 0 acres
¢. Total acreage (project site and any contiguous properties)} owned

or controlled by the applicant or project sponsor? 0 acres

4. Check all land uses that occur on, adjoining and near the proposed action,
[JUrban  [Z]Rural (non-agriculture) [JIndustrial [JCommercial [JResidential (suburban)
[Forest [AAgriculture OAquatic  [JOther (specify):
CJParkland
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18. Does the proposed action include construction or other activities that result in the impoundment of NO | YES
water or other liquids (e.g. retention pond, waste lagoon, dam)?
If Yes, explain purpose and size:
[]
19. Has the site of the proposed action or 2n adjoining property been the location of an active or closed NO | YES
solid waste management facility?
If Yes, describe: I:'
20. Has the site of the proposed action or an adjoining property been the subject of remediation (ongoing or NO | YES

completed) for hazardous waste?
If Yes, describe:

[]

1 AFFIRM THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS TRUE AND ACCURATE TO THE BEST OF MY

KNOWLEDGE
Applicant/spons

Date: 7/ a/ ’7// 5

Signature:
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5. Is the proposed action,
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Z
>

a. A permitted use under the zoning regulations?

b. Consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan?

(8
RI]

O

6. 1s the proposed action consistent with the predominant character of the existing built or natural
landscape?

Z
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-
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7. Is the site of the proposed action located in, or does it adjoin, a state listed Critical Environmental Area? YES
If Yes, identify:
8. a. Will the proposed action result in a substantial increase in traffic above present levels? YES

b. Are public transportation service(s) available at or near the site of the proposed action?

c. Are any pedestrian accommodations or bicycle routes available on or near site of the proposed action?

SN

9. Does the proposed action meet or exceed the state energy code requirements?
If the proposed action will exceed requirements, describe design features and technologies:
NfA,

e
=
w

[]

10. Will the proposed action connect to an existing public/private water supply?

If No, describe method for providing potable water:

!
w

E

N

11. Will the proposed action connect to existing wastewater utilities?

If No, describe method for providing wastewater treatment:
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N

12. a. Does the site contain a structure that is listed on either the State or National Register of Historic
Places?

b. Is the proposed action located in an archeological sensitive area?
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13. a. Does any portion of the site of the proposed action, or lands adjoining the proposed action, contain
wetlands or other waterbodies regulated by a federal, state or local agency?

b. Would the proposed action physically alter, or encroach into, any existing wetland or waterbody?
If Yes, identify the wetland or waterbody and extent of alterations in square feet or acres:
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14. Identify the typical habitat types that occur on, or are likely to be found on the project site. Check all that apply:

If Yes,
a. Will storm water discharges flow to adjacent properties? |:| NG DYES

] Shoreline CForest 41 Agricultural/grasslands CIEarly mid-successional
] wetland OJUrban 7] Suburban
15. Daoes the site of the proposed action contain any species of animal, or associated habitats, listed NO | YES
by the State or Federal govemment as threatened or endangered? D
16. 1s the project site located in the 100 year flood plain? NO | YES
| []Iv]
17. Will the proposed action create storm water discharge, either from point or non-point sources? NO | YES

b. Will storm water discharges be directed to established conveyance systems (runoff and storm drains)?
If Yes, briefly describe: CIno DYES
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Agency Use Only [If applicable]

Project: [2015 Eastern Ag. District Review
Date: IDecernber 7.2015 |

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 2 - Impact Assessment

Part 2 is to be completed by the Lead Agency.

Answer all of the following questions in Part 2 using the information contained in Part | and other materials submitted by
the project sponsor or otherwise available to the reviewer. When answering the questions the reviewer should be guided by
the concept “Have my responses been reasonable considering the scale and context of the proposed action?”

No, or Moderate

small fo large
impact impact
may may
occur occur

1. Will the proposed action create a material conflict with an adopted land use plan or zoning
regulations?

2. Will the proposed action result in a change in the use or intensity of use of land?

3. Will the proposed action impair the character or quality of the existing community?

4. Will the proposed action have an impact on the environmental characteristics that caused the
establishment of a Critical Environmental Area (CEA)?

5. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change in the existing level of traffic or
affect existing infrastructure for mass transit, biking or walkway?

6. Will the proposed action cause an increase in the use of energy and it fails to incorporate
reasonably available energy conservation or renewable energy opportunities?

7. Will the proposed action impact existing:
a. public / private water supplies?

b. public/ private wastewater treatment utilities?

8. Wil the proposed action impair the character or quality of important historic, archaeological,
architectural or aesthetic resources?

9. Will the proposed action result in an adverse change to natural resources (e.g., wetlands,
waterbodies, groundwater, air quality, flora and fauna)?

10. Will the proposed action result in an increase in the potential for erosion, flooding or drainage
problems?

NANNENENYYEERNEE
L O 0O000Ooiaa|Oo|d

11. Will the proposed action create a hazard to environmental resources or human health?
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Agency Use Only [If applicable]

Project:|'15 East District Review

Date: IDecember 7, 2015

Short Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 Determination of Significance

For every question in Part 2 that was answered “moderate to large impact may occur”, or if there is a need to explain why a
particular element of the proposed action may or will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact, please
complete Part 3. Part 3 should, in sufficient detail, identify the impact, including any measures or design elements that
have been included by the project sponsor to avoid or reduce impacts. Part 3 should also explain how the lead agency
determined that the impact may or will not be significant. Each potential impact should be assessed considering its setting,

probability of occurring, duration, irreversibility, geographic scope and magnitude. Also consider the potential for short-
term, long-term and cumulative impacts.

The modification of an agricultural district is classified as an Unlisted action as defined under Part 617.2 {(ak).
Monroe County completed a Short Environmental Assessment Form and no moderate to large impacts to the
environment were identified therein. This action is consistent with goals and objectives of the affected towns and
Monroe County. Some of the parcels have state and/or federal wetlands or floodplains or may contain an
archeological sensitive area but this action does not impact those resources.

D Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,

that the proposed action may result in one or more potentially large or si gnificant adverse impacts and an
environmental impact statement is required.

Check this box if you have determined, based on the information and analysis above, and any supporting documentation,
that the proposed action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts.

Monroe County /Q‘Z/ 7//-5/

Name of Lead Agency Date

Maggie Brooks

Print or Tymesponsible C%‘e%in L%gency
\ ){/I 4 %

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency

County Executive
Ti

sponsibjeOfficer

fature of Preparer Werenl from Resbonsible Officer)

PRINT FORM
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APPENDIX F

Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board Recommendations

Eastern Agricultural District #6
Monroe County, New York
2015 Agricultural District Review






Agricultural and Farmland Protection Board

Monroe County, New York

Maggie Brooks Board Appointees
County Exe cutive Four Active Farmers; County Legislator; Agribusiness; Agricultural Land
Presetvation Organization; Chairperson, Soil & Water Conservation District

Board of Directors; Director, Real Property Tax Service; County Cooperative
Extension Agent; Director, Department of Planning & Development.

September 8, 2015

To The Honorable

Monroe County Legislature
407 County Office Building
Rochester, New York 14614

SUBJECT: Recommendation for the Continuation and Modification of Eastern Agricultural
District #6

Honorable Legislators:
In accordance with Article 25AA, we are pleased to transmit this report concerning our review,
findings, and recommendation for the continuation and modification of Eastern Agricultural

Dhistrict #6.

Sincerely,

Robert N. King, Ph.D., Sé¢tetary to the Board
Monroe County Agricultural & Farmland Protection Board

1000 East Henrietta Road + Rochester, New York 14623 - (585) 292-2065 - ax (583) 292-3866






APPENDIX G

Monroe County Legislature Resolution

Eastern Agricultural District #6
Monroe County, New York
2015 Agricultural District Review






By Legislators Howland and Ancello

Intro. No. 363

RESOLUTION NO. 288 OF 2015

EIGHT-YEAR REVIEW OF MONROE COUNTY EASTERN AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT #6

WHEREAS, the Monroe Couaty Planning Board and the Monroe County Agrncultural and Farmland Protection
Board have submitted a joint report on the etght-year review of the Monroe County Eastern Agncultural Distriet £6 (the

“District™); and

WHEREAS, the joint report recommends the continuation of this District, in the Towns of Bnghton, Hennetta,
Aendon, Penfield, Petinton, Pittsford, Rush and Webster, with the following modificanons:

A

Add four parcels (approximately 122 acres) to the Easter Agricultural District: tax account
number 223.02-1-12 ar 1056 Cheese Factory Road, Mendon, consisting of approximately 16
acres; tax account number 110.01-2-1.1 ar 1454 Fairport Nine Mile Point Road, Penfield,
consisting of approximately 48 acres; tax account number 094.04-1-35.1 at 1035 Plank Road,
Penfield, consisting of approximately 8.1 acres; and tax account number 094.04-1-35.2 a1 1025
Plank Road, Penficld, consisting of approximarcly 49.5 acres

Remove twenty-seven parcels (approximately 216 acres) from the Eastem Agricultural District:
tax account number 111.01-1-8.1 ar 1724 Kennedy Road, Penficld, consisting of approximately
20 acres; tax account number 111.01-1-9.1 at 1748 Kennedy Road, Penfield, consisung of
approxtmately 31 acres; tax account number 177.04-1-15.11 ar Clover Street, Ditrsford,
consisting of approximately 76 acres; tax account numbers 178.03-2-1.12, 178.03- 4-29,178.03-4-
30,178.03-4-31, 178.03-4-32, 178.03-4-33, 178.03-4-34, 178.03-4-35, 178.03-4-36, 178.03-4-37,
178.03-4-38, 178.03-4-39, 178.03-4-40, 178.03-4-41, 178.03-4-42, 178.03-4.43, 178.03-4-44,
178,03-4-43, 178.03-4-46, 178.03-4-47, 178.03-4-48, 178.03-4-49 and 178.03-4-50, Pittsford,
consisting of approximately 75.363 acres which formeedly compnsed tax account numbers
178.03-2-1.1, 178.03-2-1.2 and 178.03-2-3.11; and tax account number 066.03-1-6.1 15, 1720
Boulter Industrial Parkway, Webster, consisting of approximately 14 acres.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, as

follows:

Section 1.

The Legislature hereby approves the continuation of the Monroe County Eastern Agricultural

District %6, wath the addition of the foregoing parcels of land in the Towns of Mendon and Penfield; and the removal of the
foregoing parcels in the Towns of Penfield, Pittsford and Webster, as recommended above.

Section 2.

This resolution shall take effect in accordance with Section C2-7 of the Monroe County Charter.

Planmung and Economic Development Committee; November 16, 2015 - CV: 5.0

Matter of Urgency
File No. 15-0300

ADOPTION: Date: December 8, 2015 Vote: 29-0

ACTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE

APPROVED: Z VETOED:

SIGNATU

DATE:

EFFECTIVE DATE Of RESOLUTION: ___ [ &,ﬁ @ [1§
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