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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Master Plan Updates for:

• Ellison Park

• Ellison Wetlands

• Tryon Park

• Irondequoit Bay Park East

• Irondequoit Bay Park West

• Devil’s Cove

1985 Master Plans 
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•Inventory existing conditions and identify environmental constraints

•Identify sensitive environmental conditions 

•Identify areas of public concern 

•Identify facilities or programs that are no longer functional or useable 

•Identify needed improvements to existing facilities

• Propose new facilities and programs to keep pace with anticipated user demand

1985 Master Plan Objectives:

2008 Project Vision
The Bay Area Parklands will be preserved and enhanced to 
provide environmental quality and a diversity of appropriate 
and sustainable recreational activities. Residents of Monroe 
County will have access to a Parks and Recreation system 
that provides a diversity of opportunities for both passive and 
active recreation. The parks around the Bay will be woven into 
the larger community, unified by an integrated trails and 
greenway network. Recreational programs and facilities will 
be supported by a variety of public and private groups and 
organizations working in cooperation toward a common set of 
goals.
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The Parks department is comprised of dedicated staff 
working with community partners in effectively and 
efficiently providing an array of park services. This ensures 
that everyone may enjoy recreational and educational 
opportunities while treasuring the natural, zoological, 
horticultural, historical and geological features of the 
Monroe County Parks System.

Monroe County Parks Mission Statement

to "promote and regulate the use ... [of parks] ... in such 
manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for 
the enjoyment of future generations."

National Park Service Management Policies

The “heart and soul” of the State’s outdoor recreation system is
not in its facilities or activities but its natural and cultural
resources. The stewardship of these resources must be maintained
and fostered, for if they are lost, the quality of the recreational 
experience is diminished.

The NYS Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
(SCORP)
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Monroe County has a total 
area of 1,366 square miles 
of which, 659 square 
miles of it is land and 
706 square miles of it 
(51.72%) is water.

As of the census of 2000, 
There were 735,343 
people, 286,512 
households, and 184,513 
families residing in the 
county. 

Monroe County has 21 
county parks totaling 
11,200 acres. There are 
approximately 100 miles 
of trail in the county park 
system (estimated).
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Parks Data:
• Ellison Park

area=440 acres /  trails=5.2 miles / creek length=2.2 miles 

• Ellison Wetlands

area=318 acres / trails=6.6 miles / creek length=1.8 miles

• Tryon Park

area= 83 acres / trails=2.6 miles 

• Irondequoit Bay Park East

area=110 acres /  trails=4.4 miles / bay shoreline=0.96 miles

• Irondequoit Bay Park West

area= 182acres /  trails=3.3 miles / bay shoreline=1.3 miles 

• Devil’s Cove

area= 6 acres

Total Area = 1139 acres

Total Trails = 22.1 miles

Total bay shoreline = 2.26 miles

Total creek length (main channel) = 4.0 miles
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PLANNING PROCESS
Continuous  *   Comprehensive  *  Participatory 

1. Relationship to Other Plans and Studies

2. Public Input
Community Outreach:

• Park Advisory Committee Meetings

• Public Meetings:   6-19-08  *   11-22-08

Input, ideas, and concerns from community members
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Monroe County Parks: Ellison Park Area Master Plan Update. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Document Created by/for Year
Strategic Plan for The Prevention of Childhood Overweight and 
Obesity in Monroe County, NY 2007-2017 Greater Rochester Health Foundation 2007
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Town of Penfield 1991
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Town of Irondequoit 1987
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Town of Webster 1990
Penfield Open Space Q & A Penfield 2001
Monroe County Parks Law Monroe County 1981
Irondequoit Bay Harbor Management Plan Towns of Irondequoit, Penfield & Webster 2003
Irondequoit Bay Hiking Trail Plan Towns of Irondequoit, Penfield & Webster 1999
Ellison Park Comprehensive Master Plan Monroe County 1985
Athletic Fields in the Town of Penfield Kotz & Associates 1995
Penfield Trail Concepts Town of Penfield 2000
Recreation Demand Study Town of Penfield 2000
Green Building Initiative Article Monroe County 2007
Irondequoit Bay Birding Document Tom Lathrop and Kurt Fox 2003
National Park Service - Trail Degradation Report US Department of the Interior 2006
Penfield Open Space Plan Town of Penfield 2001
Penfield Open Space Update Town of Penfield 2006
Preservation of Environmentally Sensitive Areas in Monroe County Monroe County 1996
Irondequoit Creek Multi-Use Trail Feasibility Study Genesee Transportation Council 2008
Assessing and Understanding Trail Degradation National Park Service 2006

PLANNING RESOURCES
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1. Project Initiation…………………………………. 1 week

2. Data Review and Analysis...........……………... 6 weeks

3. Site Inventory……………………………………. 6 weeks

4. Public Meeting….........................……………… 2 weeks

5. Community Feedback..........................……….. 5 weeks

6. Preliminary Master Plan/Cost Estimates……… 9 weeks

7. Public Meeting...………………………………… 2 weeks

8. Final Master Plan……………………………….. 6 weeks

TOTAL 37 weeks

Monroe County Ellison Park Area Master Plan Updates

Project Tasks and Preliminary Schedule
TIMELINE
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Ellison Wetlands

*

*

*
*

*

*

Bay Park East

Ellison Park

Devil’s Cove

Bay Park West

Tryon Park

Irondequoit Bay Area

Monroe County Parks
*

SITE INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

Terra Viewer Aerial Imagery

Irondequoit 
Bay
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NATURAL RESOURCES: Soils Maps

Irondequoit Bay Park - EastIrondequoit Bay Park - West
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NATURAL RESOURCES: Slope Maps

Irondequoit Bay Park - EastIrondequoit Bay Park - West
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NATURAL RESOURCES: 3D Aerial Imagery

Ellison Wetlands
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NATURAL RESOURCES: Ecological Field Reports

Field Data Sheets
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NATURAL RESOURCES: Ecological Field Reports

Tryon Park

Inventory of Existing Cover Type

Mature Rich Mesophytic Forest
Floodplain Forest
Emergent Wetland

Invasive species

Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species

Habitat Assessment

Mature Forest and Forested
Riparian Wetland Habitats:
Emergent Wetland Habitat:

Enhancement Opportunities

Photo Inventory

Field Report sections

Devil’s Cove
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SITE INVENTORY: BUILT ELEMENTS

Architectural Inventory
Canoe Launch Survey

Circle Shelter Survey

Creekside Building

Creekside Pavilion Survey

Fort Schuyler - Trading Post

Hazelwood Survey

Hazelwood Toilet Building

Island Shelter Survey

Old Meadow Survey

Orchard Grove Survey

Pavilion Lodge Survey

Roadside Shelter Survey

South Lodge Survey

Spruce Shelter Survey

Sycamore Shelter Survey

Sycamore Toilet Building
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SITE INVENTORY: BUILT ELEMENTS

Access & Circulation
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SITE INVENTORY: 

Historical Resources
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154Schools

82Churches

125Restaurants

Between .5 
& 1.5 miles

< .5 Mile

Approximately 81,000
Residents Living Within          
2 miles from the parks

Community Services Close to the Parks

Age of Residents Living Within 
2 miles from the parks

15 to 24 years
10%

(7,838)

0 to 14 years
20%

(16,339)

50 to 64 years
16%

(12,796)

25 to 49 years
37%

(30,184)

65 years & over
17%

(13,839)

Demographic Analysis: Monroe County Ellison Park 
& Irondequoit Bay Parklands

Sources: 2000 U.S. Census, Google Earth Plus
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Key Issues
Access and Community Connectivity

Active Living to Address Preventable Health 
Problems

Green Infrastructure

Shared Use of Trails

Waterfront Use and Access

Dog Parks

Sustainability & Conservation

Ellison Park Area Master Plan Updates
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KEY ISSUES: Access and Community Connectivity
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KEY ISSUES: Waterfront Use and Access
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Sustainable Trail Design

IMBA photo

KEY ISSUES: Sustainability 

Objective: sustainability & maintainability 
* Monroe County Green Building Initiative

* United States Green Building Council (UCGBC) 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
Sustainable Sites

Community Connectivity

Alternative Transportation

Pedestrian connections

Protection and restoration of natural habitats

Materials re-use

Recycled materials

Regional materials

Rapidly Renewable Materials
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Source: Greater Rochester Health Foundation

KEY ISSUES: Active Living to Address Preventable Health Problems
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KEY ISSUES: Active Living to Address Preventable Health Problems
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KEY ISSUES: Active Living to Address Preventable Health Problems
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KEY ISSUES: Active Living to Address Preventable Health Problems
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FACILITIES

Construction of dog park.
(to be funded by Dog Park Trust Fund)

Structural improvements to existing buildings:
(see spreadsheet)

Upgrades to Pavilion Lodge are a priority.

Provide landing areas for paddlers on Irondequoit creek:
Identify potential areas along the creek for paddlers to disembark and utilize Ellison   
park facilities. Strengthen connectivity between Ellison Park and Ellison Wetlands.
Improve trails from south entrance
Possible enhancements of trail surfacing on high-use trails (Coyote Trail, etc.)

PROGRAMS

MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:

Stream bank stabilization strategies along Irondequoit Creek. 

Restoration of stream bank areas damaged by frequent dog use.

Control of invasive species and habitat enhancements.

Establish sustainable trail practices for natural surface trails.

Survey and delineate park boundaries

Ellison Park

Preliminary Recommendations



Prepared for: Monroe County Department of Parks, Monroe County, NY
Prepared by: Environmental Design and Research

KEY ISSUES:  Dog Parks
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FACILITIES

Possible construction of new access,  parking and car-top boat launch off of Empire Blvd.

Possible new parking and access on north side of Browncroft Blvd., at Landing Road.

Minor parking and access improvements on Old Browncroft Blvd.

Note: removal of the existing weir and installation of the Narrows Bridge is likely in 2009.

PROGRAMS

Emphasize ecological conservation and environmental education in this area.

Increased use of existing Monroe County Wetland Center. 
Additional nature-oriented programs and events.

MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:

Stream bank stabilization strategies along Irondequoit Creek.

Control of invasive species and habitat enhancements.

Sustainable trail practices for natural surface trails (Old rifle Range area).

Establish monitoring program to record trail use patterns and problem areas.

Ellison Wetlands

Preliminary Recommendations



Prepared for: Monroe County Department of Parks, Monroe County, NY
Prepared by: Environmental Design and Research



Prepared for: Monroe County Department of Parks, Monroe County, NY
Prepared by: Environmental Design and Research

FACILITIES

Possible new access, parking, entry signage and trailhead at 1559 Empire Blvd.

Requires asbestos abatement, demolition and removal of existing house, barn and 
out-buildings.
Provide additional park entry signage at Smith Road.
Provide surface repairs and improvements to park access road.

Provide signage with trail maps and interpretive information on natural and 
historical resources within the park.

Investigate the potential of additional parking spots along the park access road

Possible future addition of playing fields on plateau in old nursery area.
In partnership with Towns and/or local sports groups.
(1985 Master Plan recommendation)
Inventory and protect horticultural resources of the Old Lilac Nursery.

Possible future construction of new lodge building with multi-purpose functionality 
and enhanced waterfront recreation opportunities near the Quonset Hut.
Establish a linked circuit of waterfront destinations for paddlers around Irondequoit Bay. 

PROGRAMS
Maximize partnerships with Bay View YMCA, Rochester Rowing Club, and others.
Consider re-naming the park to establish unique identity and increase public recognition. 

MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:

Stream bank stabilization strategies along ravines draining to Irondequoit Bay.
Control of invasive species and habitat enhancements. 
Sustainable trail practices for natural surface trails.
Establish monitoring program to record trail use patterns and problem areas.
Survey and delineate park boundariesIrondequoit Bay 

Park East

Preliminary Recommendations
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Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED)
• Natural Surveillance

• Natural Access Control

• Territoriality

• Maintenance

• Activity Support

• Order Maintenance SAMPLE
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FACILITIES

Majority of public comments support the continuation of Devil's Cove as a boat-access 
only facility.
Unique condition on Irondequoit Bay.
Provide landing point for paddlers.

Land access, if eventually provided, can be walk-in trail access only from a small 
parking area off of Bay Road.  Investigate potential access arrangements and/or 
property acquisitions. 

PROGRAMS

MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:

Monitor water quality issues in the Cove.
Environmental enhancements to increase habitat value. 
Control of invasive species and habitat enhancements.

Devil’s Cove

Preliminary Recommendations
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FACILITIES

Improvements to entry signage and directional signage.

Improvement to surface conditions of existing roads.

Abatement of existing drainage and storm water management issues.

Possible new launch area for small boats at north end of park.
Establish a linked circuit of waterfront destinations for paddlers around Irondequoit Bay.

Possible utilization of old RR bed to provide trail corridor from Empire Blvd. into 
Irondequoit Bay Park West

Possible pedestrian/bike crossing of empire Blvd.

PROGRAMS
Consider re-naming the park to establish unique identity and increase public recognition.

MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:

Streambank stabilization strategies along ravines draining to Irondequoit Bay.
Control of invasive species (possible utilization of community labor)

Sustainable trail practices for natural surface trails.

Control of invasive species and habitat enhancements. 

Establish monitoring program to record trail use patterns and problem areas.

Survey and delineate park boundariesIrondequoit Bay 
Park West

Preliminary Recommendations
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FACILITIES
Identify additional access, parking and trailhead opportunities for Tryon Park.

Investigate possible additional land acquisitions to expand Tryon Park.

New signage system:
entry signage
regulatory signage
interpretive signage
wayfinding signage

PROGRAMS
Open natural surface trails in Tryon Park to off-road cycling.
(Requires amendment to Monroe County parks law.)

Establish educational programs and workshops for safe and responsible riding.

MANAGEMENT & MAINTENANCE:
Create a detailed inventory of existing trails in Tryon Park.

Identify unsustainable or dangerous trails to be closed.
Identify opportunities to establish new sustainable shared-use trails.

Sustainable trail practices for natural surface trails.

Control of invasive species and habitat enhancements. 

Design and Implement a Monitoring Plan to evaluate use and impacts to trail conditions 
and natural resources.

Establish a 36 month evaluation period to monitor impacts of policy changes.

Establish partnerships between Monroe County Parks Dept and community trail user 
groups for appropriate trail development and maintenance. 

Survey and delineate park boundaries 
Tryon Park

Preliminary Recommendations
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KEY ISSUES: For All Parks:

Control of invasive species and 
habitat enhancements. 

Sustainable trail practices for 
natural surface trails.

Survey and delineate park 
boundaries 

Graphics: IMBA
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7:30 – 8:30  Questions & Comments
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KEY ISSUES: Shared Use of Trails

Multi-Use Trails:  
Conflict Control

• Trail Design

• Information & Education

• User Involvement

• Regulation & enforcement
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TRAIL SIGNAGE: Safety * Education * Identity


