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MONROE COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING: June 18, 2009
ATTENDANCE:  
T. Aroesty, P. Bietry, J. Coates, B. Holmes, J. Merklinger, D. Pfersick,


S. Leuchtner, L. Vaughan, R. Zwaga, M. Catalano, T. Czapranski, T. Link, 



S. DeRosa, A. Smith 
EXCUSED: 

B. Ball, S. Lancaster, S. McClary, E. Mager, H. Wehner
GUEST:


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Larry Vaughan at 5:02 PM.
A quorum of voting members is present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
May meeting minutes were approved. Meeting minutes will now be distributed directly after they are viewed and approved by the Chairman instead of waiting till the next month’s meeting for the Board review.
COMMUNICATIONS -   L. Vaughan
Nothing
DIGITAL PAGING COMMITTEE - R. Verdouw
Digital Paging
1. 2-way digital pager devices

· Current firmware version: 1.20 build 15 

· Extended service plan for M1501 pagers to go into effect July 1, 2009

2. 2-way digital paging system

· Draft Acceptance Test Plan awaiting review by the Communications Board

· Acceptance / coverage testing to begin soon in each District

· Survey data distributed to the Communications Board members via email for their review 

Survey
Data from the Digital Paging Survey was presented to the Board by 


R.Verdouw. The Board went over the data. 


Q.
P. Bietry – There was a question on bad batteries.


A.
R. Verdouw - all the bad batteries should have already been replaced. 


Q.
P. Bietry – It seems that many chargers are having problems.



A.
L. Vaughan – suggested to unplug the charger 
Other


· New York Police Supply has nylon pager cases for approx. $12.50. The cases seem to work very well with the pagers.

Narrowband / Simulcast

·  Skywave Communications is continuing work on simulcast of  Fire 2,3,4   

Additional Working Frequencies

· Canadian rejection of multiple frequencies 6-3-09

· United Sates Licensing is now re-engineering the applications for re-submission to Canada    
Acceptance Testing

· The Board discussed proceeding with the acceptance testing for the digital pagers.


*
Vote to proceed with acceptance testing for digital testing
L. Vaughan



*
2nd to proceed with acceptance testing for digital testing
T. Link



*
All in favor

YES


*
Opposed

NONE
Motion carried to proceed with acceptance testing for digital pagers.
COMMUNICATION RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE – S. DeRosa
· Communications Manual will be done for September’s meeting. 
ECD DIRECTOR’S REPORT – J. Merklinger
· CAD is moving along. Plans slated to go to the County Executive in August and to the Legislature in October.
· 19 people are still in training with 3 additional hires in May.
EMS REPORT – T. Czapranski
Nothing new to report
FIRE BUREAU REPORT – S. DeRosa
· Rope and Water Rescue Group Tones are almost complete
FIRE ADVISORY REPORT – Hank Wehner
Nothing new to report.
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR – R. Verdouw reporting for S. Bowman
· Per Steve Bowman a letter was sent to the County Executive from Barnard Fire District relaying their displeasure in reference to the mandated $1 extended warranty charge. The County Executive is drafting a response. The Board was unaware of this letter.
OLD BUSINESS
A motion was made to suspend the Fire EMS Communications Board meetings for July and August. 


*
All in favor 
YES

*
Opposed
NO

*
The motion to suspend July and August meetings was Carried.
Fire and EMS Communications Board Meetings for July have been suspended for July and August unless there is a problem; in that case the Respective Board member needs to be contacted.

The next scheduled meeting will be September 17, 2009 5PM at the Public Safety Training Facility STEP Conference room.
ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT – S. McClary
Nothing new to report.
BATTALION REPORTS 
Batt 1
- T. Warth

· St. Paul noticed a decrease in coverage due to a lightning strike.

· Ridge Culver – There is a rumor that Ridge Culver is going completely to voice pagers. This rumor is not true. Ridge Culver’s primary alerting system continues to be voice paging. There will still be both voice and digital pagers in the fire district. 
Batt 2
- S. Leuchtner





Nothing new to report
Batt 3
- T. Aroesty 
· Q. Areosty: Can the re-broadcast pages (mutual aid/FAST Team, etc) be more specific? It now re-broadcasts the original job card with no additional information.
· A. Merklinger: Will be looking into this.
Batt 4 – J. Coates



Nothing new to report
Batt 5
- P. Bietry

· Q. Who pays for the Water and Rope rescue pagers and associated costs?
· A.  Per R. Verdouw and confirmed by S. DeRosa the Monroe County Fire Bureau pays for all costs associated to the Water and Rope Rescue Teams pagers.
The next meeting of the Fire and EMS Communications Board is scheduled for
September 17, 2009 
PSTF 

STEP Conference Room 
1190 Scottsville Rd.

Rochester, N.Y. 14624
Lauri Ruiz
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