VALK IN OSENECA PARK

Frederick Law Olmsted chose this site
for a “wilderness” park because of
its spectacular views of the Genesee
River gorge. He designed paths and
roads to make these natural features
accessible and he added a spring-
fed pond plus thousands of trees to
re-vegetate previously farmed land.
Today’s park visitors can escape
the hubbub of urban life to enjoy
the scenic views, picnic areas and
spaces for outdoor recreation just as
Olmsted planned over 100 years ago.
He believed that designed landscapes
such as Seneca Park would “refresh
and delight the eye and through
the eye, the mind and the spirit.”
This tour is a little over a one mile
loop with an option at stop 7 to ex-
tend the tour an additional % mile.

Drive in the lower park entrance

1 (just west of the Seneca Park Zoo en-

trance) and take the Park Road all the way
around Trout Pond until you come to Hawk

and Eagle shelters, where you can park.

Leaving the shelters behind, walk
2 across the park road toward the
river and turn right on the gorge path
leading into the woods. The Genesee
River gorge is glimpsed here through
a screen of deciduous trees and hem-
locks. The sound of church bells from
the opposite side provides a reminder
that the view is protected from devel-

opment by the former St. Bernard’s

Seminary and Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.

Continue on the gorge path behind
3 the rest rooms and you will eventu-
ally come out of the woods to the peace-
ful scene of Trout Pond. If you leave the
gorge path and walk across the park road
toward the pond, you can experience
a clear demonstration of the elements
Olmsted arranged for aesthetic effect.
He used turf, trees, water, reflections,
bridges, and slight differences in eleva-
tion, plus gently curving paths and roads
to create a harmonious landscape - one
that invites the visitor to explore further
and enjoy the changing views. The area

around the lake was restored to Olmsted’s

design intent after the 1991 ice storm.

Leave the pastoral experience
4 of Trout Pond and return to the
gorge path going north. Although it
forks several times, all routes lead to
a dramatic overlook of the river, fur-

nished with benches and a table.

Backtrack a bit and cross the little

wooden bridge, which takes you
away from the river. Here you will find
yourself among a variety of native trees
and shrubs including oak, hemlock, shag
bark hickory, hornbeam, witch hazel,
and basswood. These woody plants have
botanical labels for visitors who wish to
learn more about native flora. Olmsted
specified native trees for Seneca Park
as well as under-story plantings includ-

ing ferns to enhance the wild effect.

Turn left at the end of the bridge
6 and continue along a ravine where
a stream tumbles over rocks and down
little waterfalls. Past the end of a sec-

ond wooden bridge you have a choice:

7 Onyourright, a pathleadsup abank
to a wide meadow where you turn

right and head back toward the pond, OR

Continue straight ahead along the
8 gorge path for an additional 10-
minute walk. This walk continues across
more wooden bridges and past more over-
looks until you come to a dramatic water-
fall cascading down the gorge wall to the
river. If you want to explore even further,
the gorge path continues until a fence

marks the park boundary. Otherwise, turn

around and retrace your steps to point #7.

As you head back toward the pond,
9 you will pass the Wegman Lodge
on your right. The John F. Wegman
Foundationreplaced an original Boy Scout
lodge and, more recently, the Foundation
sponsored extensive remodeling. This is
now a popular rental site as are all the
Seneca Park shelters. Neighborhood rec
centers are invited to use the Wegman
Lodge free of charge. The children have
the meadow as their playing field and
the shady ridge on the far side as their
picnic grove. Olmsted often noted the
importance of parks for poor children

who did not have easy access to nature.

Continue across the park road and
1 O walk alittle to theright for alovely,
lengthwise view of Trout Pond. Smoke
stacks and a high-rise in the distance
offer a reminder that this would be just
another urban area except for the vision

of the Parks Commission back in 1888.

1 1 Walk on the grass along the pond’s

east side under the massive trees.

Some of the trees have botanical labels;
one honors Civil War veterans. Along the
pond’s edge grow many kinds of willows,
sedges, wild iris, and other native wetland
plants that were installed when the park

was restored after the 1991 ice storm.

1 2When you get to the foot of the
pond, follow the path to the right

across another wooden bridge and back
toward the river. On your left stretches
an area of turf and trees with grills,
tables and benches that Olmsted par-
ticularly labeled a picnic grove in his
plan. If you turn and look back at
the ridge on the other side of the park
road, you can see the thick buffer of
trees that were planted to screen out

the city and contain the view - another

important element of Olmsted’s design.

1 3Hawk and Eagle shelters up
ahead were part of the 1991 res-

toration. Built in harmony with their
wooded setting, they provide a perfect
spot where families can enjoy Seneca
Park, this “jewel on the Genesee,” one of

Rochester’s greatest historic treasures.

This and other tours are available online

at: www.landmarksociety.org/tours

4

Parking.
r 1 Hawk &
N @® Eagle
- - Shelters

1

GeQesee Gorge Pam

R

from
St. Paul
Boulevard

from

N

St. Paul
Boulevard

Produced with the cooperation of Friends and Neighbors of
Seneca Park, The Landmark Sociely of Western NY and the
Monroe County Parks Department and through a grant from
the Rochester Area (ommunily Foundation.

Tour Text: Ann Baker, Photos: Stephan Ganze,

Original Design: (oleman Graphics,

2009 revisions by Monroe County Department of Parks.

?

WEGMAN
LODGE ¢

Extended
Walk

Lower
Seneca Park

Lake Avenue

Se

Seneca
}1 Park
entrance

Maggie Brooks
County Executive



‘pamoje punos paygrjdure oy woy a1ye dn Surueopo 1oy
apqrsuodsox oxe no& pue payseoy o 1snw s1ad [y “pasoye 10u st sse[)
-yred ot) Suraee[ 1a1ye [esodsip 10§ no gim ageqres moL e axey
1SNT NOA STROUT YOTYM ‘O[T IN() ALTR7)/ UT ALIR) B SR Y12 ] BOoUag
*GT AR YSNOIY1 T 19010() WO JSnp 18 pasoo st yjaed 1omof oy,

srourwns 91 Surmp ‘wd : T 01 “wre (), Arep uado styjaeg voousg

mgomwﬂ——\—m@m pue sinoy IIed ©Iauag

SaoK1oossprempuRIMmm
AN wiaisapy Jjo L1100 yaewpuery o jo £soramoo Ldory

‘spooyroqudiou 1yl jo syurod [edoj are sdemyred pue
sypred soypews orym 4110 oy ur 1ySix Amneaq pue Apmbuen
sprsoid syred parswyQ 98re] 211 sa1saypOYy  ‘“Aepop
‘woy)  punorms 01 mar8 Appmb A oy se ‘Suop
£104 303 $38uny oy uo Jou drm syred ayy ‘pardadxe
paiswQ sy yruald sem puel uado axoym seare pado
-paspun Apanepr ur A1 Ay Jo 1D I woIy Iey
Os pue] yonw 0s Ipise 195 01 Aressadouun I IySnoyl
JWOS ‘SYIeJ eIIUIG puk Ad[[eA 9959UID) ‘pue[ySIL] 10]

puel oyl opise Sumias palsaddns  pAaIsw)  UIYAN

ome pue 1puom ondsur 01 Juedsw ureird) pagsni Yum
Qrbas onbsormoid,, spaswy jo opdwexs Juoydxe ue
ST Q[IMUBIW “YIE] EIIUIG "UMOIUMOP JO [INOS I9ALI
oy Suofe urex1al Suijjor Apuad sanyedy opdas | erodsed
Sissep  spaisw]() Ul pouSisap  yred Adrep  99sauon)
Iy ogp jo doi oyy woxy smara Surjzzep oyl aaresaid
pnom 1eq1 sqniys pue sjuepd snowrea jo wmoroqre
ue 10§ pofjed uSisop oYy YIS 1Ayl jo uoniudodrar ur
fareq sprreg pue 1oSuemig 981000y  sISLIMMONIOY
4q Ao oy 01 poreuop pue] U0 PAIBAID seA NI
puepySipy  sopdas  adedspuey  quordyyip  pajudsardor
pro 150y ur syred  gofewr dary s parswQ

*£191184 SNIOLIOS $11 J[E U J2ATY] 995IUIL) DIILWERIP Y] — 1ISST
Jeanyeu 18213 s 4310 oyp uo pasndoy wisds e pasodord apy
ssypred orpqnd sofew 1sa1y s 4115 93 se a0eds uado jo syunowre
$N0JIUYS opise SumIoS U0 Pealsul 9JeNIUIIUOD 01 WA
padeinoous paisw() Inq ‘spreadynoq ayif-yred 9uedopd
30 uowdo[aAdp aya Yaim uIdoq PInoa JeY) WalsAs e pauors
-1AUD s19UOISSIIWOod Ay | 4112 oy 10j sdemyjred pue syred
JO j10M12U € USISIP 01 PAISW() ME YPLIIPIL] PaIdd[as
SIQUOISSIUWION) IB JO PIeog sI0IsayPoy ‘QR]T U[

ssyred pooyroquSiou rews pue sdemsyred [eiaass paudisap
OS[E JUIWIAINRL SIY 1O1JE YI0M SIY PINURUOD JBY) Wl oY)
pue paswy) wasdg yred L1unory soruoA Ay jo red
se pare1odo Mou oIt puE 121SAYDOY] 10j SYIE] BIIUIG pue
£3[1eA 99sauany ‘pue[ySip] paudissp paisw() ‘uoissajoid
aanyoonypre odesspuel oyl Jo zoyiej oyl ‘paiswiQ
M p1apar] Aq poudisop wasds syred amud ue siseoq
JLY) IPIAMUONEU SIIID INOJ Isn{ JO QU0 ST 191SAYDOY

SNV, AALSWIG)
SALSTHOO

Sro-K1pwosyempURI MMM
AN Wio1sop Jo £19100g yrewpue| a1 jo Asa1amoo Adoy)

ma13 L ay se ueazodu
bwcmmawbcw awreddaq ey saoeds uado qaim wﬁooxuonzwﬁn £
paprsoid pue £e8a7 emymonioy Suons s 411> a3 wo mq ey
sadord1aisetr onsIE d1aM 191SaYPOY Ul syIed AIIEA 29sauan)
pue pooma[dejy /edouag ‘pueySip] 10§ suSisop sip{ pajudw
-opdwr arom Aoy yorym ur sonrunuruod oYy jo juswdorasdp
oy uo pedwr ey 10§ pue amdANIYIE adedspuel Jo PRIy MIu
Y1 U0 DUIN[JUT I 0] YIoq ‘Juerzodur a1om sajeIsd dnearrd
pue (uoneatasay ereSeIN oY1 pue rwasox Surpnpur) syred
Teuoneu ‘sasndures [EUONMNISUT ‘SINTUNTIWIOD [eUIPIsaT ‘syted
ueqn 10] pado[aadp oy sa1I0aY) pue suSIsap Y] ‘IprMuoneu
sa11s Jo sadAy 1o Auewr wo yroM 01 UO JUIM PASWQ) rE]
Tenuary o udisap a1 yim uoneindar sty paystqess Suraep|
*100d a1 Jo Surrapyns oy pareSniw pue
SI9[[oMP JSIR) Jo meL-:u\s 1&&:& pue [eruaw o) ﬁu>0u&a:
aoeds 12218 pauBisap Jey) SUTAdT[Rq WIOJAI [R1D0S 01 JINIATYDIL
adedspuey pan of 25ud1sIXd UT [[1Is ‘QuIZeSew UOMEN] oY
papunoj-0> oy ¢9g7 uf ‘sdrys reardsoy pue sarresuadsip ‘speard
-soy ppoyy 10§ dqisuodsar ‘worssturuon) Areirueg sa1e1g paru()
I JO [eaauan) AI8IAIDG St Y “TeAN TTATD) ) Sutin(] ‘spunoid
UETIRIIUBWNY ST [[oM SE JTUOU0dd U0 A1dae[s IsureSe andie o)
IBAN [IAID) 941 210joq yanos oY1 anoySnoryy Surpaen ‘sowr]
SHOX MIN] ) 10] 12110dor € sem of] armdanypre adesspue|
SIPISaq SP[ATJ 1910 01 SUOTINGLIUOD I0fewr Iprwr PasW()

*$12911DIE [EUONIPED)
01 urye axom s1ouonndeid oy YoIYM ur armdaIpIe adedspuey
Jo uorssajord 1oprorq e ojur ‘staumopue| Ayieam 10§ suapied
1Mo[ Jo uBisop oy Juedwr Aprewnd prym | Buruopied adeds
-pue, Jo uonewriojsuen) AIIULd YIUIIIUIU-II] AY) UT [EIUIW
-nnsul sem 9] Aofus 01 suod1oad 105 pasueyud pue paardsaid
3q 01 deds w13 uowwod e se yred drpqnd oy jo 1doduod oy
Surystqeass s paripard Apppis uoaq sey o] ) JI0X MIN]
ur I [enua)) Jo (XNeA 1I2A[ED) 1M UONRIOQR][0d ul) uSisap
s1q 10J umouy 159q st (¢0G] - 7ZQI) PRAISW[Q MET YOLIOPIL]

AILSWIG)
AW T, MORIAdT,

TSl T vy Sl e S

Y1TISTOR

Images From the Albert R. Stone Negative Collection, Rochester
Museum & Science Center, Rochester, NY. To see more Albert
R. Stone photographs, go to the RMSC Library and Collections

Photos, clockwise from upper left:
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1912: Bandstand with strollers
1908: Annual Maypole Dance
1918: Two girls by tree

1912: Judges for swimming and toy
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yacht races riding in Swan Boat
1912: Annual Music Fest at
bandstand.

1918: Opening ceremonies, tree
dedication to WWI heroes, School
#26 chorus
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catalog http://libcat.rmsc.org and search by subject.




