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The Greater Rochester International Airport
continues to drive economic growth in Monroe
County.  The Airport is responsible for 8,000 jobs
and brings $500 million into our local economy
each year. 

MAGGIE BROOKS
Monroe County Executive
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Affordable air travel directly
benefits employers in
Monroe County and
throughout our region,
connecting them to
worldwide markets and
helping them compete in the
global economy.  Affordable
air travel is also a critical
component in our ongoing
efforts to attract and retain
jobs and investment in our
community.

In 2006, passenger boardings
at the Greater Rochester
International Airport totaled
1,430,418.  In addition, our
October 2006 enplanements
reached a record high.

In August 2006, we marked
another important milestone
when total passengers flying
low-cost air carriers AirTran
Airways and JetBlue topped
the two million mark.  These
popular airlines account for
over one-third of our
enplanements.  

Furthermore, their presence
has reduced the average fare
out of Rochester by 35%.
I want to thank our federal
and state officials for their
continued commitment to
keeping our Airport
competitive through low-cost
air travel.

Our modern, state-of-the-art
facility has positioned our
Airport for future growth.
The additional
improvements to come will
provide even more “first-
class” amenities for business
and leisure travelers alike. 

As always, the Greater
Rochester International
Airport is Your Gateway to
the World.

Maggie Brooks
Monroe County Executive

 



In 2006, the Greater Rochester
International Airport started the
first of four phases in the
Terminal Improvement project
designed to: 

• Improve passenger flow 
• Implement better access for passengers

using wheelchairs and passengers with
special needs 

• Improve the terminal paging system to
include visual paging for the deaf and 
hard of hearing community 

• Address other necessary terminal 
improvements

Concourse A renovations began in 2006.
The rotunda of Concourse A will be the
permanent home to the Airport's
complimentary Business Center.  This
center will be complete with individual
work stations, conference rooms,
electrical outlets for laptops and cell
phones, internet access and comfortable,
quiet seating areas where passengers may
read.  This complimentary Business
Center meets the needs of passengers no
longer being serviced by airline clubs.

In addition, Concourse A is being
renovated to include additional gate
seating, modernized furnishings, new
concession space and terrazzo flooring
throughout the center of the concourse
to replace carpeting.  An additional
elevator is being installed on the
concourse to help improve vertical
circulation throughout our facility and
provide better access for passengers with
special needs.  A children's play area is
also being incorporated into the design of 
Concourse A.  Concourse A is scheduled
for completion in June 2007 and the
improvements we will make are necessary 
to the safety, security and comfort our

passengers have come to expect at our
facility.

While the terminal's footprint has not
changed in many years, the way
passengers use our terminal has indeed
changed.  With the centralization of our
security checkpoint, ticketed passengers
now have full access to all of the terminal
amenities: food concessions, shops,
business center, the planned children's
play area and locations with comfortable
seating.  The industry standard asks
passengers to arrive at least 90 minutes
prior to their scheduled departure times,
the efficiency of our new checkpoint gets
passengers through quickly and
passengers have more time to spend post-
security waiting to board their flights.  As
we saw in 2006 with the new liquid and
gel restrictions placed on passengers,
security is still our primary focus and
passenger safety is in the forefront of the
continued improvements we are making
to the terminal.  

In 2007, passengers can expect to see
continued renovations and upgrades to
our ticketing lobby and baggage claim.
Improvements to come include:
enhanced lighting, new terrazzo flooring,
new ticketing counters, relocation of the
elevators so that they are more accessible
to passengers, expansion of our visual
paging system and a new design for the
baggage handling process for both
passengers and airline personnel.

At GRIA, passenger needs come first and
we remain committed to providing the
resources necessary for simple, safe and
affordable air travel.

David P. Damelio
Acting Director of Aviation
Greater Rochester International Airport

DAVID P. DAMELIO
Acting Director of Aviation
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In 2006, nearly 3 million passengers used the Greater
Rochester International Airport.  Aircraft operations in 2006
totaled 137,601 which included commercial flights, military
operations, corporate and general aviation.

MONROE COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY

The County of Monroe and GRIA
work closely with the business
community to encourage
competitive low fare air service from
Rochester to many cities throughout
the United States.  Informational
outreach programs were also
expanded to address the needs and
educate the Rochester area travel
managers and professionals of the
latest in airline industry trends.  Both
AirTran Airways and JetBlue offer
low-fare air service and remain two of
the dominant air carriers at the
Greater Rochester International
Airport with approximately 33.8% of
the Rochester market share in 2006.

Last year, the Airport unveiled its
new centralized six-lane passenger
security checkpoint.  In 2006, the
Airport Security Checkpoint project
was recognized with a Gold Award
from the American Council of
Engineering Companies of New York
in the category of
Building/Technology Systems, as
part of the 2006 Engineering
Excellence Award Competition.  

The Airport, along with the entire
Project team, is proud to have been
recognized for the project as it was
the most significant security
improvement in the Airport's history.
Over 20 local firms were part of the
Project Team and the project
provided over 500 jobs for local
workers.  The Design Team included
Clough Harbour & Associates, Clark
Patterson Associates and William
Nicholas Bodouva & Associates.
The Prime Contractors were
LeChase Construction, Kaplan-
Schmidt Electric, JW Danforth and
T-Bell Construction.  The
Construction Management Team
was Christa Construction.

The checkpoint is equipped with
modern screening equipment and is
more conveniently located on the
upper level center of the ticketing
lobby.  Security screening is more
efficient, wait times have been
reduced and travelers are now able to
reach gates with greater ease.
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Friendly, knowledgeable and skilled employees provide
passengers with the quality customer service they deserve.
We take pride in the fact that our employees help make the
visitor experience at our Airport a positive one.

Providing passengers with a safe and
secure travel environment is a
primary goal of GRIA.  Our Airport
continues to serve as a national
model for private screening as one of
five airports in the nation for private
screening initiatives and technology.
McNeil Security, Inc. based in
Springfield, Virginia handles the
Airport's private screening.  McNeil
Security personnel are contracted
and trained by the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA).
Passenger evaluations of screening in
Rochester have resulted in overall
positive feedback.

The Greater Rochester International
Airport, Aircraft Rescue and
Firefighting Unit (ARFF) consist of
22 New York State Certified Career

Firefighters.  ARFF operates 24
hours a day 365 days a year and
responded to 469 calls during 2006.
All ARFF Firefighters are certified
NYS EMT-D.  The Unit continually
trains to maintain it's required 100
hours of mandated NYS training and
140 hours of mandated FAA
training.  They also conduct CPR,
Right to Know and Fire Extinguisher
training for all airport employees.

On behalf of the County of Monroe,
Monroe County Airport Authority
Board and Airport Administration,
we would like to thank all of our
Airport employees for their
dedication and hard work during
2006.

EMPLOYEE SALUTE
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In 2006, over 2.86 million passengers passed through GRIA.   

STATISTICS & DEVELOPMENT

The annual number of passengers
traveling through GRIA remained
about the same, down only 1.8
percent from 2005.  The percentage
of seats filled (airline load factors)
increased in 2006, totaling 69
percent compared to 66.1 percent in
2005.  In 2006, 69,006 tons of cargo
passed through GRIA cargo facilities
compared to 74,783 tons in 2005.  

Airlines serving GRIA include
American Eagle, AirTran Airways,
Continental Airlines, Delta/Comair,
JetBlue, Northwest Airlines, United
Airlines and US Airways.

Led by David P. Damelio, Acting
Director of Aviation, the decision not
to extend the current car rental
contract was enacted during 2006.  A
Request for Proposal (RFP) was
issued and resulted in new contracts
with six car rental companies, one
more than the previous year, which
will generate a minimum of $19.2
million in guaranteed concession fees
to the Airport over the next five years
and an increase of at least $8.1
million over the previous contract.
Car rental companies serving GRIA
include Hertz, Avis, Budget, Alamo,
National and Enterprise.

New concessions opened in 2006 in
areas accessible to the ticketed
passenger.  Red Osier, a community
favorite and local product, opened in
May 2006.  The Airport location is
Red Osier's first full service location
in an international airport and the
center of their national sales offices.
In 1997, Red Osier moved their
entire roast beef division to Monroe
County and has concessions at both
Frontier Field and Blue Cross Arena.
Red Osier has served over 2 million
customers in over 27 years and is the
largest independent user of prime rib
on the East Coast. 
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In addition, both of the Airport's
concourse bars were renovated
during 2006.  Concourse B
welcomed the High Falls Brewing
Company to the Airport with the
opening of JW Dundee's Pub &
Alehouse.  The pub represents JW
Dundee's first branded on-premise
establishment.  High Falls Brewing
Company is a major employer in our
community, one of the largest
brewers in America and distributes
its products both nationally and
internationally.

Concourse A is now home to the
Players Sports Bar.  The bar has a
sports theme and is equipped with
flat screen TV's for passengers
viewing pleasure.  Conveniently
located half way down Concourse A,
the bar has multiple power outlets so
that passengers can power up laptops
or charge cell phones before
boarding their airplane.

The renovation to both bars is part
of the Airport's ongoing terminal
renovation project.  Creative Host
Services, Inc., a member of Select
Service Partners, funded the bar
renovations and is the operator of
both venues now offering food menu
selections.  

Many of the concessions and
vendors located within the terminal
reported up to a 20% increase in

their business during 2006 since the
newly renovated central passenger
security checkpoint opened in
February 2005.

In 2006, the Airport Valet parking
continued to be a great amenity for
passengers. This convenient,
affordable service allows passengers
to drop off their car and keys on the
Airport's upper level road at the
Valet Station.  Upon return, our
friendly valet attendants will have
the passenger's vehicle waiting at the
lower level roadway valet booth.
Valet is a growing business and has
been received well by both business
and leisure passengers alike.  Valet
has added to the increasing number
of parking options already available
at GRIA.

In the spring of 2006 GRIA took
delivery of the most state of the art
Crash Rescue Vehicle available, an
Oshkosh Striker 1500.  The vehicle
is equipped with 1500 gallons of
water, 200 gallons of AFFF
firefighting foam and 450 pounds of
Halotron 2. It also is equipped with
a 54' telescopic boom capable of
piercing the skin of an aircraft to
deliver life saving firefighting agents
inside the fuselage to the passenger
area. The boom, called a Snozzle, has
Color Video and Forward Looking
Infrared Cameras (FLIR).  
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The Greater Rochester International Airport (GRIA)
averaged 1.5 tours of the facility per day in 2006 to school
aged groups of approximately 30 participants per tour. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

During the terminal tour, students
get a first hand “behind the scenes”
look at the Airport Communications
Center, Airport Sheriff's Division,
baggage system, security screening
procedures, Regional Transportation
Operations Center (RTOC), New
York Army National Guard and the
Airport Rescue and Firefighting
(ARFF) facility.  Tours are free,
available to schools and various
groups throughout the area and can
be modified to fit any age level. 

In addition to the daily tours
provided at the Airport,
approximately 24 Girl Scout and
Boy Scout troops held sleepovers at
the Airport in the International
Arrivals Hall during 2006.  Each
Scout tour includes approximately
60 participants comprised of
children, parents, guardians and
Scout leaders.  Scouts get a first-hand
look at the operations of the Airport,
enjoy the camaraderie of their peers
and get the opportunity to earn an
Aviation Merit Badge. 

The Airport Administration Public

Affairs and Marketing staff
participated in the Greece Career
Day at Arcadia High School.  Over
1,400 Greece juniors and seniors
were provided information on
careers in the exciting world of
aviation and airport management.

The Airport also participated in
Monroe County's annual “Take Your
Child to Work Day” providing
numerous County employees and
their children the opportunity to
tour our facility and explore what
their parents do on a daily basis at
work.  Over 150 employees and their
children toured the Airport as part of
“Take Your Child to Work Day” and
enjoyed lunch with the Acting
Director of Aviation, David P.
Damelio in the International
Arrivals Hall.

In an effort to reduce fear and
apprehension toward flying, the
Airport continued the “Fearful
Flyers” course in 2006 taught by a
local relaxation therapist and stress
management consultant with over
35 years of experience.  The four 
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week course has been a great success
and culminates with a graduation
flight from ROC to New York JFK
Airport aboard a JetBlue flight.
Three sessions of the Fearful Flyers
course were completed during 2006
and over 30 participants successfully
completed the course.  Our Airport
is now their gateway to fearless air
travel to anywhere they desire.

Various special events at GRIA
throughout the summer continue to
draw crowds.  The Airport was  the
site of the 7th Annual Lifetime
Assistance Foundation Airport 5K
Benefit Run/Walk.  Over 500
runners and walkers turned out in
beautiful summer weather to
participate in the 5K held on the
most unique course in our area – an
actual runway.  The event has grown
substantially over the years and is
now regarded by area runners as a
premier running event.  The Airport
5K offers residents the opportunity
to join together in raising awareness
and funds to help those in our
community with developmental
disabilities.  

Rochester Wings 2006, upstate New
York's Largest General Aviation
Expo, continued its tradition of
offering safety seminars, free flight
instruction and guided bus tours to
familiarize pilots with the latest in
airfield signage, markings and other
airfield improvements.  The Airport
again supported this important
safety oriented event to continue to
reduce runway incursions through
pilot education.  The event, free and
open to the public, included static
aircraft displays, free flights for
children through the Experimental

Aircraft Association (EAA) Young
Eagles Program and provided
opportunities for new aircraft sales
and other aviation vendors.    

It was also the sixth year the Airport
participated in the holiday Fantasy
Flight and Winter Wonderland
program.  Children from Berkshire
Farms, CURE Childhood Cancer,
ARC of Monroe, Camp Good Days,
COMPEER, Golisano Children's
Hospital at Strong, Hillside
Children's Center, Lifetime
Assistance, Muscular Dystrophy, St.
Joseph's Villa and more enjoyed a
special visit from Santa, their very
own airplane flight over the “North
Pole” and other holiday activities
such as cookie decorating, face
painting, holiday movies and a visit
from their furry friends from the
Seneca Park Zoo.  Each child had the
opportunity to talk with Santa and
take home a small gift.

This event is a wonderful
opportunity for young people and
their families to enjoy a few hours of
holiday joy outside of their daily
challenges.  The program is hosted in
partnership with Monroe County,
GRIA, 98 PXY, Continental Express
(Express Jet), Home Depot,
Landmark Aviation, Norcross
Aviation, Starbucks and many other
volunteers and agencies that made
this year's Winter Wonderland
possible.

The Airport is also home to Kodak
Aviation, US Airports Flight
Support, New York Army National
Guard Flight Facility and Landmark
Aviation.
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Runway 10/28 Safety Area Improvements continued
throughout 2006.  The Runway Safety Area Project, funded
by a $ 17 million Federal grant will bring the eastern end of
Runway 10/28, near Interstate 390, into compliance with
new Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations,
which take effect at the end of 2007.  

2006 AIRFIELD CONSTRUCTION

The Runway Safety Area is the zone
surrounding a runway that is
intended to improve public safety
and reduce the risk of aircraft
damage in the event of an incident.
The new regulations require that all
runway safety areas have a minimum
1,000 feet of runway safety area to
land and must be free of obstructions
and vehicular traffic.

The project includes construction of
two road tunnels to remove vehicle
obstructions from the runway safety
area. One road tunnel will be located
in the secure, interior airfield road
accessible to fueling trucks and
airfield maintenance vehicles. The
other road tunnel will be located
along the public access road that runs
between Interstate 390 and the
Airport between the terminal and
Scottsville Road. The road tunnels
will be able to withstand the weight
of an aircraft.  This project is
scheduled for completion before the
end of September 2007 to comply
with the new FAA regulations.  

Federal grant funding was secured in
2006 to begin rehabilitation of the
Airport's North Ramp which
contains some of the oldest concrete
at the Airport.  The project will
remove and replace the concrete
apron airside of the terminal between

Concourse A and Concourse B.  The
project minimally impacts airplane
movement and is a safety
improvement for the airlines. 

Additional projects initiated by
GRIA included improvements to
public parking lots.

Private tenants leasing Airport
property initiated some major
construction improvements of their
own during 2006.  These
improvements add value to the
property owned by the Airport and
leased to individual tenants.

The New York Army National Guard
(NYANG) began constructing
additions to its facility located at the
airport.  In addition, construction of
a new aircraft storage building, new
access roads and parking have been
planned.  This project provides
NYANG with adequate
administrative, classroom training
space, storage and aircraft
maintenance facilities.  This action
will serve peacetime missions of the
assigned units and ensure military
readiness.

Federal Express made a $2.5 million
improvement to their ramp.  The
project was completed in September
2006.  
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The Monroe County Airport Authority (the Authority) is a
public benefit corporation that was created to finance,
construct, develop, operate and maintain aviation and other
related facilities and services within the County of Monroe
(the County), and is included in the reporting entity of the
County.  

OPERATING RESULTS

The Authority is organized under
the Public Authorities Law of the
State of New York. The oversight
body is the Authority Board, which
is approved by the County
Legislature on the recommendation
of the County Executive.  The
Chairperson James G. Vazzana, Esq.
is appointed by the County
Executive.  The County Director of
Finance Stephen Gleason serves as
Treasurer of the Authority and the
County Attorney Daniel M.
DeLaus, Jr. serves as Secretary of the
Authority.  David P. Damelio, the
Acting Director of Aviation, is the
Administrative Director of the
Authority.  The Authority leases the
Greater Rochester International
Airport (GRIA) from the County
and operates under the terms of an
agreement dated September 15,
1989.

Operating revenues in 2006 totaled
$26.9 million.  Landing fees and

rental fees, including building rent,
comprise 54.1 percent of the
operating revenue at GRIA.  The
landing fee and rental revenues are
the result of calculations pursuant to
provisions of airline operating and
terminal building lease agreements.
Revenue from non-airline sources
such as car rental commissions,
parking commissions, concessions
and fuel farm commissions comprise
the other 45.9 percent.

Operating expenses in 2006 totaled
$21.6 million.  

Financial performance of an airport
is measured by average cost per
enplaned passenger.  “Cost per
enplanement” is calculated by
dividing total fees paid by scheduled
airlines by the number of passengers
boarded.  The cost per enplanement
at GRIA for the year 2006 was
$8.78.
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