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BROOKS AND RED CROSS JOIN FORCES TO 
PROMOTE SPRING WEATHER SAFETY 
County to Also Provide Sandbags for Coastal Residents 

 
Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks was joined today by Chief 
Executive Officer of the Greater Rochester Chapter of the American Red 
Cross John Buttrill, Paul Holahan, representing City of Rochester Mayor 
Robert J. Duffy and other public officials to issue a joint proclamation 
declaring April 29 – May 5, 2007 to be Severe Weather Awareness Week in 
Monroe County and the City of Rochester.   
 
“Although many of us do not think of severe weather in our region as being 
detrimental, the spring season can bring on floods, flash floods, severe 
thunder storms and the potential threat of tornadoes as we saw just a couple 
of weeks ago,” said Brooks.  “It is extremely important to brush-up on safety 
tips and remain informed and prepared all year long for whatever the weather 
might bring.”  
 
The 2007 Severe Weather Awareness Week campaign is an annual initiative 
sponsored by the Monroe County Office of Emergency Preparedness that 
aims to educate the community about important weather issues, including 
what to do to prepare for sudden floods, flash floods, thunderstorms and 
tornadoes.   
 
Monroe County, the City of Rochester and the Red Cross are urging local 
residents to keep plenty of first-aid supplies, food and bottled water on hand 
during the upcoming months.  Severe Weather Awareness Week serves to 
remind Monroe County residents to take these precautions, and to become 
better informed on how to be prepared for severe weather situations. 
 
“The Red Cross encourages you to be prepared for a weather related disaster,” 
said John Buttrill, Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Rochester Chapter 
of the American Red Cross.  “Rochester is known for its ever-changing 
conditions and severity of what may come without warning.  By following Red 
Cross Disaster and Emergency guidelines you can take the steps to be 
prepared should an emergency situation arise.” 
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In addition, the County Executive also announced today that Monroe County 
will distribute sandbags to towns along the shore of Lake Ontario and to the 
City of Rochester in an effort to protect area residents from future flood 
threats.  While the recent April 15-16 storm largely spared our area’s coastal 
community, the County Executive asserted that coastal residents should 
take precautionary measures to protect their properties from the hazards of 
future storms. 
 
“While I am proud of our community’s efforts to protect our coastal residents, 
we must continue to remain vigilant in our efforts,” continued Brooks.  “This 
is why we are making sandbags available to protect coastal residents during 
future storms.” 
 
During the April 15-16 storm, the County’s Office of Emergency 
Preparedness successfully worked with local governments along the Lake 
Ontario coast to prepare residents for the possibility of severe flooding.  In 
addition, the County’s 911 center deployed “HyperReach” calls to more than 
2,200 homes along the coast.  This was done to inform these residents of the 
impending flood threat, and encouraging them to take precautionary 
measures to protect their properties from rising waters. 
 
Under the new public safety initiative announced by the County Executive, 
Monroe County will deploy sandbags to Highway Superintendents and to the 
City Department of Environmental Services once a severe coastal flood threat 
has been issued by the National Weather Service.  Following this notification, 
coastal homeowners would be able to obtain a maximum of 50 sandbags 
from their local government’s distribution facility for use in protecting their 
property.  Coastal residents should contact their local Town Hall, or the 
Rochester City Department of Environmental Services at that time to obtain 
sandbags. 
 
It is important to note that while the County will provide sandbags in a 
potential flood threat situation, residents should make their own 
arrangements to obtain sand or other filler material.  The County will also 
provide instructions as to how to fill the sandbags properly and how to place 
the bags in order to achieve the maximum benefit. 
 
For more information on Severe Weather Awareness Week, visit the Monroe 
County website at www.monroecounty.gov.  
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