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IRONDEQUOIT BAY AREA PARKS

SYMBOL SOIL TYPE DESCRIPTION LOCATION(S) EROSION HAZARD

AI Alluvial Land These lands flood frequently. Drainage is generally poor to very poor, making limitations for development severe. Abraham Lincoln, I-Bay West, 
Ellison Park, Ellison Wetlands

Slight

ArB Arkport Very Fine Sandy Loam (0% to 
6% slopes)

These are deep, well-drained, medium textured soils. While these soils have slight limitations for home sites, street and parking, picnic 
areas, hiking trails, and lawns and fairways, they are subject to water erosion and soil blowing. They are suited to hardwoods, conifers and 
woodland wildlife, as well as to herbaceous plants, grasses and open land wildlife.

Ellison Wetlands, Abraham 
Lincoln, Ellison Park

Moderate

AsD Arkport-Dunkirk, Very Fine Sandy 
Loams (12% to 25% slopes)

The soils that make up this complex occur in such intricate patterns that they were not mapped separately.  About 60% of the mapping 
unit is Arkport very fine sandy loam, and 40% is Dunkirk very fine sandy loam.  The profiles of these soils are similar to those described 
for their respective series, except the Dunkirk soil has a very fine sandy loam surface layer.  Slopes are moderately steep and generally 
complex.  Cultivation should be limited to that needed for reseeding hay or pasture.  These soils are subject to sever erosion.  Erosion 
control measures are difficult to apply.

Ellison Park Severe

ArC Arkport, Very Fine Sandy Loams (6% to 
12% slopes)

The profile of this soil is similar to the one described as representative of the series, but the surface layer is slightly thicker.  The soil is 
undulating to rolling and has short slopes.  The areas are generally small, less than 10 acres in size.  Commonly included in mapping areas 
of the sandier Colonie Soils and finer textured Dunkirk.  Also included are small, eroded areas.  This soil is suited to the commonly 
cultivated field crops, pasture, and woodland.  If the soil is cropped, practices are needed for controlling erosion.

Tryon, Ellison Wetlands Severe

AtF3 Arkport, Dunkirk, and Colonie Soils 
(20% to 60% slopes, highly erodible)

The limitations to all development are severe, including inability to sustain underground utilities; septic effluent; home sites; streets and 
parking lots; picnic, athletic and camping areas; hiking trails; and lawns and fairways. These soils should remain with natural vegetative 
cover. Any removed cover should be restored quickly because these soils are highly susceptible to continued erosion. AtF3 soils are suited 
to hardwood trees, conifers and general woodland wildlife. They are unsuited to wetland food and cover plants, impoundments and open 
land wildlife.

Tryon, Ellison Wetlands, Abraham 
Lincoln, Devil's Cove, I-Bay West, 
Ellison Park

Severe

CIA Colamer Silt Loam (0% to 2+% slopes). These soils are subject to erosion.  They are moderately well drained, very fine sand and silt. The limitations for home site development are
moderate because of seasonally high water tables 1.5-2 ft below the surface and slow septic permeability below 14 in. These soils have a low
bearing capacity and so may compact, a limitation for roadways and foundations. Colamer silt loam soils are poorly suited for conifers and
wetland food and cover plants, but are well suited to hardwoods and open land and woodland wildlife

I-Bay West, Abraham Lincoln Slight

CIB Collamer Silt Loam (2% to 6% slopes) Except for its thinner subsurface layer, this soil has a profile similar to the one described as representative of the series.  The soil occupies 
knolls on the higher landscapes.  Most areas are 10 acres or more in size.

Tryon, Ellison Park Moderate

FW Freshwater Marsh The water level over this organically rich, water-saturated soil fluctuates with bay/lake water levels. Cattails, rushes and other herbaceous 
vegetation are dominant.

Tryon, Ellison Wetlands, Devil's 
Cove, I-Bay West

Very  Severe

HIB Hilton Loam, 3 to 8 percent slopes This soil has the profile described as representative of the series.  The soil occupies foot slopes in drumlin areas and the side slopes of low 
ridges on till plains.  Individual areas are roughly oblong in shape or are long and narrow.  They range from 3 acres to as much as 180 acres
in size, but most of them are considerably larger than 10 acres.

Abraham Lincoln Moderate

SOIL TYPE DESCRIPTIONS AND LOCATIONS 

Figure C - Soil Summary Chart
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SYMBOL SOIL TYPE DESCRIPTION LOCATION(S) EROSION HAZARD

SOIL TYPE DESCRIPTIONS AND LOCATIONS 

HuB Hudson Silt Loam (2% to 6% slopes) These soils are only moderately suited for underground utilities, home sites, and streets and parking because of seasonally high water 
tables, slopes, and a potentially unstable base of silt and clay. They have slight limitations for picnic areas, hiking trails, and lawns and 
fairways. Because they may be seasonally wet, they are severely limited for athletic fields and campsites. They are well suited for grasses, 
herbaceous plants, hardwoods, open land woodland wildlife. They are poorly suited for conifers and wetland wildlife.

Abraham Lincoln Moderate

Mn Minoa, Very Fine Sandy Loam This level to nearly level soil has slopes of 0% to 2%.  It occupies depressions and receives runoff from adjacent, better drained soils.  Areas
range from 3 to 50 acres or more in size and are drainageways, 100 to 200 feet wide, or are small, irregularly shaped depressions on foot 
slopes.

Abraham Lincoln Slight

Pu Pits and Quarries Open excavations from which soil or underlying material has been removed .  The slope ranges form level to very steep. Tryon Not Rated

Rb Rhinebeck Silt Loam This soil lies along small drainageways or in slightly depressed areas between Hudson soils on the higher knolls and Madalin soils in the 
lower depressions.  The slope is 0% to 2%.

Abraham Lincoln, I-Bay West Slight

RgB Riga Silt Loam This gently sloping soil is at the higher elevations on the glacial till plains and is influenced by the proximity of shale bedrock.  Areas are 10 
acres or larger in size.

Abraham Lincoln Slight

Ub Urban Land Consists of areas that have been so altered or obscured by urban works and structures that identification of the soils was not feasible.  
Areas are mainly in the closely built-up parts of the city of Rochester.  (Capability unit and woodland suitability group not assigned)

Tryon Not Rated

W Water Ellison Park, Devil's Cove Not Rated

Figure C - Soil Summary Chart
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           F: Park Improvement Recommendations
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          G: Paddling Points Network
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           I: Ellison Park: 
Dog Park Conceptual 
Site Plan
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           J: Ellison 
Wetlands: Boat 
Launch and Parking 
Area

Notes:
Design and construction documents 
completed by McCord Landscape 
Architecture in 2001.
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           K: Abraham 
Lincoln Park
1559 Empire Blvd. 
Parking and Access 
Conceptual Site Plan
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           L: Abraham 
Lincoln Park 
Waterfront Lodge 
Conceptual Site Plan
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           N: Tryon Park: 
Parking and Access 
Conceptual Site Plan
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           O: Tryon Park: Trail Connection Diagram


