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MONROE COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING: June 21, 2007
ATTENDANCE: 
Brian Ball, Patty Bietry, Steve Bowman, Jack DeLisio, Scott Lancaster, John Merklinger, Diana Pfersick, Dave Timmons, Larry Vaughn, Tim Warth, Richard Zwaga, Tom Link, Ed Riley, Rich Verdouw, Henry Wehner, Lauri Ruiz Guest: James Dabbs – Critical Response, Jay France – MC Fire Bureau Training

EXCUSED:

Jay Coates, Steve McClary, Jim Quinn, Larry Baumgart, Tom Coyle, 

Tim Czapranski, Mike Lissow, Dave Pierce

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Larry Vaughan at 5:00 p.m.

A quorum of voting members was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made and carried to accept the May minutes. Motion granted. A motion was made and carried to accept the April minutes (no quorum in May). Motion granted
COMMUNICATIONS

Two pieces of communications.

1. Public Safety Communication Report (see below)
2. Roll out schedule

DIGITAL PAGING COMMITTEE 

Digital Paging

Public Safety Communications Report

Respectfully submitted by: Rich Verdouw

6-21-07
1. 2-way digital pagers

· Pagers continue to be programmed and distributed at this time.

· 3965 pagers programmed and on the street to date

· Pager orders should be placed ASAP to retain the $155 price and to get into the 4th order

· Approximately 200 of the original 5000 still available at the $155/ea. price

· When 5000 are sold, the price per pager will increase to $185/ea.

· All 1st & 2nd order programming is completed

· 3rd order pagers are at Cobbs Hill and programming will start the second week of July

· 3rd order consist of 645 pagers

· All but one department is paid and PSC is working to resolve that

· Only 8/22 departments have turned in their programming sheets.

· 4th order pagers are built and will ship soon

· Monroe County departments have a total of 350 pagers in the 4th order

· Programming schedule distributed to Communication Board members for programming rollout order

· Questions regarding status of pager orders or changes are to be directed to pagerchanges@monroecounty.gov
· A new firmware release will be available in approximately two weeks, no major changes, and several small improvements.

· You do not need the previous firmware build number to receive the new build. The latest build will supersede all previous

· Advanced chargers were made available to all Communications Board member the May 17, 2007 meeting and Fire/EMS Coordinators at Fire/EMS Advisory Board, Monday 5-21-07, to assist in disbursement of the firmware upgrades.

2. Site Upgrades

· Site construction on eight new sites continues

· Completion of the towers and buildings is expected by late August 2007

· All towers are standing except Shoremont and Q/M-6

3. Website Paging

· C.R.S. was able to secure groups in the Sparkgap so they could not be sent from the County’s website

· The web designer has been contacted and requested to turn access to page from the website back on

Q.
Two Way paging is not working.
A.  Settings might need to be changed, Radio Center can change them.

Q.  Seems to be a problem with continuous vibrating.
A.  James Daab to look into this.
Q.
When updating with charger, URL can’t be reached.
A. 
Currently looking into improvement in upgrading, more to follow.
Q.  Is there a way to upgrade without using the internet?
A. Yes (J.Dabbs). It is possible to email the upgrades.

Steve Bowman commented that reception is continually getting better and that the majority of people he has spoken with are happy with the new equipment and coverage.

Rich Verdouw states that they are still working on cables at Pittsford Sutherland School and Baker Hill.

Advance chargers are still available, there are 10 left as of this date.

It was suggested that an ETIN Demo be posted for an upgrade tutorial. Currently the County Website shows the current upgrade. To be revisited.
COMMUNICATION RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Nothing new to report
ECD DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Specs on new vehicle are out for bid. 
The new Tower Trailer will be on display at the Harbor Fest.

Approval has been granted for a new phone position @ 911 center
There is talk of a National Mutual Aid Plan for Dispatchers. More on this in the future.
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR

Steve Bowman supplied an interesting website that shows the Nation Wide Channel Naming Report.   www.NPSTC.ORG
Steve Bowman suggested a briefing (R. Verdouw) on the infrastructure of the paging system to see the complexity involved. This will be revisited.

BATTALION REPORTS 
Batt 1

Nothing new to report

Batt 2

Nothing new to report

Batt 3

Nothing new to report

Batt 4

Nothing new to report

FAB

Nothing new to report

Fire Bureau
Nothing new to report

ANYTHING FOR THE GOOD OF THE BOARD

Summer Schedule – There was a motion to skip the July and August meeting unless there are pressing issues. In the case of pressing issues contact the representative responsible and a meeting will be scheduled. Second the motion. Motion granted.
The next meeting of the Fire and EMS Communications Board is scheduled for Thursday September 20, 2007 5:00 pm, in the STEP Conference Room of the PSTF, 1190 Scottsville Road.

Have a good summer from the Chair.

Meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

Lauri Ruiz

Fire EMS Communications Board Clerk
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