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MONROE COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING: March 19, 2009
ATTENDANCE:  
B. Ball, P. Bietry, S. Bowman, J. Coates, B. Holmes, S. Lancaster, 



S. Leuchtner, T. Warth, M. Catalano, T. Link, S. DeRosa, A. Smith, 



R. Verdouw
EXCUSED: 

S. McClary, L. Vaughan, D. Pfersick
GUEST:


The meeting was called to order by Tim Warth  at 5:00 p.m.
A quorum of voting members was present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

February meeting minutes were approved.
COMMUNICATIONS -   T. Warth
· Draft 2-way Paging Acceptance Test Plan 
DIGITAL PAGING COMMITTEE - R. Verdouw

Digital Paging

1.
2-way digital pager devices

· Current firmware version: 1.20 build 15

· Extended service plan idea was rolled out to the Fire Chief’s and the FAB as recommended by the Communications Board

Q. Is second source for pagers still on the table? – B. Holmes

A.  Yes, James Daabs is looking into this. – R. Verdouw

Q. Is there going to be any connectivity in the near future for out of county

 recipients? – B. Holmes

A.  Monroe County is the first priority. Pagers will only get nationwide connectivity where the Skytel network is active. Will continue to work on 6 county coverage. 

– R. Verdouw

Q. If we use a different vendor than Korea will we have a problem getting warranty 
work done? – P. Bietry.

A. Radio Center has a cache of parts, there should be no problems. – R. Verdouw



2.
2-way digital paging system

· Working on acceptance testing plan


Narrowband/Simulcast

· Skywave Communications is continuing work on simulcast of Fire 2,3,4


Q. Are EMS Channels still being discussed. – B. Holmes


A.  Yes. Applications have been submitted. – R. Verdouw

Additional Working Frequencies

· A.P.C.O. waiting anticipated Canadian rejections and is ready to do what 
is necessary for licensing.

Other Discussion

· Pagers are still available
COMMUNICATION RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE – D. Pfersick
ECD DIRECTOR’S REPORT – J. Merklinger
Notes submitted:

1.
A new hire class of 12 employees begins on 3/30/09. Their training will take 6-7 


months.



a.
We currently still have 20 other employees in various stages of their 



training with the majority of that group completing their training by June.


2.
Completed a review of the Fire and EMS communications section of the FAB 


manual with Al Sienkiewicz and Steve Schalabba today.

3.
CAD project is progressing; the referral to the legislature will be more towards 


fall. We want to do it right and do not want to rush such a large project.


4.
NYS wireless surcharge money – NYS collected almost $175 million in 2008 and 


only shared $9.8 million with the county 911 centers. The state kept the remainder 

of the money.


5.
The county is working on renewing the Pictometry photos this spring when the 


weather breaks with the new photos arriving in mid summer.

6.
Training continues for employees involved in the MCU in April with the unit 


being used in May for some of the Lilac Festival and the Air Show.


7.
ECD Annual Awards Ceremony is on Wednesday April 15, 2009 at 1430 hrs in 


the atrium at 911.


8.
National Telecommunicator Week is April 12-18, 2009 this year.

EMS REPORT – T. Czapranski
FIRE BUREAU REPORT – S. DeRosa
· Mutual Aid Plan Draft was submitted to the Fire Advisory Board. 
Preliminary vote to take the plan to the next level. 
· Coordinator DeRosa and Rich Verdouw will be drafting a letter to the 
fire/EMS services regarding the service agreement.
FIRE ADVISORY REPORT –
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR – S. Bowman
· Pictometry will be updated Spring
· Monroe County and Harris RF Communications have formed a partnership regarding Public Safety and new portable radios (UHF, VHF, 700 & 800 MHz). This will allow (with proper procedures & protocols) interoperability. Fire Bureau, EMS, and Law Enforcement Command will be getting test units.

OLD BUSINESS
· Monroe County Fire Districts Officers had Coordinator Sam DeRosa in for a presentation which went well. Also they seem to be in favor for the $1 service charge.

ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT – S. McClary
BATTALION REPORTS 
Batt 1

Nothing new to report
Batt 2 

Nothing new to report
Batt 3

$1 service charge was brought up and feedback is positive.


Coverage problems are being addressed.
Batt 4

Nothing new to report
Batt 5

Honeoye Falls chief is reporting coverage problems in Rush. Rich Verdouw will 


be looking into this.
The next meeting of the Fire and EMS Communications Board is scheduled for
April 16, 2009 
STEP Conference Room 
PSTF 
1190 Scottsville Rd.

Rochester, N.Y. 14624
Lauri Ruiz
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