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MONROE COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING: October 15, 2009
ATTENDANCE:  
P. Bietry, S. Bowman, S. Lancaster, T. Aroesty, S. Leuchtner, T. Warth, M. Catalano, T. Czapranski, R. Verdouw 
EXCUSED:

 L. Vaughan, R. Holmes, S. DeRosa, B. Ball, J. Coates, S. McClary, 



J. Merklinger, D. Pfersick, R. Zwaga, T. Link, E. Mager, A. Smith, 



H. Wehner

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Tim Warth at 1700hrs.
A quorum of voting members was not present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
September Fire/EMS Communications Board meeting minutes were not approved due to unmet quorum.
COMMUNICATIONS -   L. Vaughan
· A card and flowers were sent to James Dabbs for the loss of his wife. A collection will be taken at the November meeting.
DIGITAL PAGING COMMITTEE - R. Verdouw

2-way digital paging devices:

· Rich will be meeting with the sub-committee to review the report on the acceptance testing. A formal report will be presented to the Board at the November meeting.
· Current firmware version: 1.20 build 18

The Board thanks Joe Grillo and Kevin Yousey for the presentation last meeting 
regarding the acceptance testing.

2-way digital paging system

· Gateway – Joe Grillo will be at the November meeting to discuss details
· Extended Service Plan – 90% have accepted. 

Additional Working Frequencies
· Canadian rejection on several frequencies for 2nd time.
COMMUNICATION RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE – S. DeRosa
Nothing new to report
ECD DIRECTOR’S REPORT – J. Merklinger
Nothing new to report
EMS REPORT – T. Czapranski
Nothing new to report
FIRE BUREAU REPORT – S. DeRosa
Nothing new to report
FIRE ADVISORY REPORT – Henry Wehner
Nothing new to report
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR –Steve Bowman

Communications Project

· Public Safety Director Steve Bowman thanked the Board for the letter of support for the communications project.
· In summary, the challenges facing local government are huge in terms of our economy and finances. In the last few years Director Bowman has been looking at alternate financing models that would allow more opportunities for communications issues. Sometime after the first of the year Director Bowman will share with this Board and other Agencies what the future will bring in terms of communications and the recently voted on communications project.  This project will allow for more financing with flexibility in spending. 
OLD BUSINESS
· Proposal for OPS Channels was briefly discussed but it was decided by the Board to wait for Chairman Vaughan to formally discuss the issue.
· There was a brief discussion about a possible new representative from the Fire Advisory Board.
ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT – S. McClary
Nothing new to report
BATTALION REPORTS 
Batt 1
- T. Warth
Nothing new to report
Batt 2
- S. Leuchtner



Nothing new to report

Batt 3
- T. Aroesty 

Nothing new to report


Batt 4 – J. Coates

Nothing new to report
Batt 5
- P. Bietry

Q.
Will the Board be getting a formal report of the acceptance testing?

A.
Rich Verdouw will be submitting a report to the Board after the sub-committee meets. 

Rich will try and email the report to the Board before the November meeting. 

Meeting was adjourned at 1721hrs. 
The next meeting of the Fire and EMS Communications Board is scheduled for
November 19, 2009 
PSTF STEP Conference Room 
1190 Scottsville Rd.

Rochester, N.Y. 14624
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