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MONROE COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING: February 19, 2009
ATTENDANCE:  
P. Bietry, S. Bowman, J. Coates, B. Holmes, S. Lancaster, J. Merklinger, J. Quinn, L. Vaughan, R. Zwaga, D. Catalano, T. Link, S. DeRosa, A. Smith, R. Verdouw, L. Ruiz
EXCUSED: 

S. McClary, D. Pfersick, S. Leuchtner, T. Warth, T. Czapranski, 


E. Mager, H. Wehner, T. Aeoresty
GUEST:

J. Daabs – Critical Response, J. Krywy – Spencerport Ambulance
The meeting was called to order by Larry Vaughan at 5:00 p.m.
A quorum of voting members was present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

January meeting minutes were approved.
COMMUNICATIONS 
None

NEW BUSINESS – L. Vaughan 
· The Board would like to thank J. Merklinger, R. Verdouw, and Muffy Meisenzahl for the tours of their respective facilities.
· The Board would like to show their concern for the victims, families, and 1st responders of Flight 3407.
· The Board would like to give their blessings to the victims, families, and police departments/1st responders for the Valentines Day murders at Lakeside Hospital.

· Chairman Vaughan publically thanked Jim Quinn for his years of service with the Fire/EMS Communications Board. Ted Aroesty will be taking his place for 3rd Battalion Fire Representative.
DIGITAL PAGING COMMITTEE - R. Verdouw

Digital Paging

1.
2-way digital pager devices

· Current firmware version: 1.20 build 15

· Discuss extended service plan for M1501 pagers. James Daabs from Critical Response discussed in length the pager failure rate. A $1 per month per pager additional warranty has been proposed. This option was discussed and will be presented at the Executive Chief’s Meeting on February 25th. 

2.
2-way digital paging system

· New paging sites on line since the last meeting


1.  Brockport Village & Webster Village now on the air


2.  Working on T1 connectivity with Frontier Communications for the Rush Site



3.  Currently at 28 transmitters on the air & 2 Receive only sites for total of 30


4.  Kodak Research & Gates fire sites are planned making total transmit at 31 

     sites with total planned sites 33
Narrowband/Simulcast
· Fire 5 & EMS 295 simulcast fully optimized by Skywave Communications
· Skywave Communications is continuing work on simulcast of Fire 2, 3, 4
Additional Working Frequencies

· Associated Public Safety Communications Officials (A.P.C.O.) has submitted applications for new working channels to the FCC
· A.P.C.O. awaiting anticipated Canadian rejections and is ready to do what is necessary for licensing. Any input is appreciated
Other

· James Daabs is currently working on Firmware upgrade
· 2 issues still occurring are “Flash Read Error” and the holster (Using a self 
purchased nylon case [NY Police Supply] was suggested)
· Acceptance subcommittee will be recalled for a meeting
COMMUNICATION RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE – D. Pfersick
Nothing new to report
ECD DIRECTOR’S REPORT – J. Merklinger
· Job Codes – will be more clear cut and should clear job cards
· Would like to clear up the job codes issues before the introduction of CAD

· CAD project remains to be on time. More information to come early summer

EMS REPORT – T. Czapranski
Nothing new to report
FIRE BUREAU REPORT – S. DeRosa
· Mutual Aid Plan submitted to Fire Advisory Board for approval
· Chief Caufield and John Merklinger are working on job codes
· Communications Manual 90% complete
· Initiated a review group for ECD to address operational issues across the county
· Executive Chief’s Meeting has set aside time on the agenda for Rich Verdouw to discuss the proposed the extended service agreement
FIRE ADVISORY REPORT –
Nothing new to report
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR – S. Bowman
Grants: 

1.
Public Safety interoperable communication grant – one time funding got 



$2,607,000 with $600,000 match for 6 county area (Monroe, Orleans, Livingston, 


Wayne, and Ontario). Will include installation of transmitters and receivers, needs 

to be completed by September 30, 2010. This will allow Fire, Ambulance, and 


Police to communicate throughout the counties listed.

2.
Emergency Communications $1,600,000 with no match. This will cover the start 


of frequency coordination, power load studies, writing (tactical era 




communications) plan in format that has to be in a format that is set by the state 


and federal government, and conduct exercises (with Fire, EMS, Police and 


between multiple counties proving technical capability to communicate)

3.
Another interoperable grant $524,000 with 5% match not awarded yet


4.
Applying for additional grant money that will be boarder based (Operation Stone 


Garden Grant). This will be for interoperability capabilities with Marine, Air, and 


land assets at the Northern Canadian and United States Boarder. This is also 


interoperable communication.

OLD BUSINESS
Nothing new to report
ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT – S. McClary
Nothing new to report
BATTALION REPORTS 
Batt 1

Nothing new to report
Batt 2 

Nothing new to report
Batt 3

Nothing new to report
Batt 4

Nothing new to report
Batt 5

Nothing new to report
The next meeting of the Fire and EMS Communications Board is scheduled for
March 19, 2009 
STEP Conference Room 
PSTF 
1190 Scottsville Rd.

Rochester, N.Y. 14624
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