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MONROE COUNTY FIRE/EMS COMMUNICATIONS BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING: May 21, 2009
ATTENDANCE:  
P. Bietry, S. Bowman, J. Coates, B. Holmes, D. Quartley, D. Pfersick, T. Aroesty, T. Warth, R. Zwaga, M. Catalano, R. Verdouw, L. Ruiz
EXCUSED: 

B. Ball, S. Lancaster, S. McClary, S. Leuchtner, L. Vaughan, 



T. Czapranski, T. Link, E. Mager, S. DeRosa, A. Smith, H. Wehner 
GUEST:


The meeting was called to order by Tim Warth at 5:02 PM
A quorum of voting members was present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
· April meeting minutes were approved.
COMMUNICATIONS -   L. Vaughan
None
DIGITAL PAGING COMMITTEE - R. Verdouw

Digital Paging

1. 2-way digital pager devices

· Current firmware version: 1.20 build 15 

· Extended service plan for M1501 pagers to go into effect July 1, 2009

· Anyone who has not responded to opt in or out of plan should do so soon, request was by 6-1-09

2. 2-way digital paging system

· Draft Acceptance Test Plan reviewed by the Communications Board

· Acceptance / coverage testing to begin soon in each District

· Thank you to all Districts / Departments that responded to the survey

Narrowband / Simulcast

·  Skywave Communications is continuing work on simulcast of  Fire 2,3,4   

Additional Working Frequencies

· Awaiting FCC license approval      

Other 
Q.
Are batteries included in the extended warrant program?
A.
No. Batteries, Carriers, and Clips are not included.

Q.
Is 95% an acceptable rate?

A.
95% is considered Industry Acceptable.

Q.
Will voice pager be discontinued?

A.
Voice pager will NOT be discontinued. Digital is an agency option.
Q.
After the Acceptance Plan is completed, what next?

A.
Steve Bowman and Rich Verdouw will present finalized acceptance plan to the Board.
Q.
Board would like a list of departments that have responded to the survey.

A.
Rich will supply that information.

COMMUNICATION RULES & REGULATIONS COMMITTEE – D. Pfersick
· Communication Rules and Regulations manual 98% done.
ECD DIRECTOR’S REPORT – J. Merklinger
Nothing new to report
EMS REPORT – T. Czapranski
Nothing new to report
FIRE BUREAU REPORT – S. DeRosa
Nothing new to report
FIRE ADVISORY REPORT – Hank Wehner
Nothing new to report
PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR – S. Bowman
· Drafted and worked closely with a consultant from the state for the required tactical interoperable communications plan. The main body is approx. 29 pages and will be presented to this Board for review (draft form). This follows the national requirements/standards to be put in place. Key point of review for this Board will be the ways we plan for interoperability (gateway, shared radios, common/shared frequencies, shared systems, and shared channels).
OLD BUSINESS
ROCHESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT – S. McClary
Nothing new to report
BATTALION REPORTS 
Batt 1

Nothing new to report
Batt 2

Nothing new to report


Batt 3

Q. Is the new paging software (Gateway) up and running yet? 


A. Not finalized yet. 
Batt 4

Nothing new to report
Batt 5

Nothing new to report
The next meeting of the Fire and EMS Communications Board is scheduled for
June 18, 2009 
PSTF 

STEP Conference Room 
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