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By Legislators Flagler-Mitchell and Keophetlasy
IntroNo. ______

RESOLUTION NO. _ OF 2020

AMENDING ARTICLE VII OF THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF
MONROE TO ALLOW FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNDING OF INDEPENDENT
CAUCUSES

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, as follows:

Section 1. Article VII, Section 545-36 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature, entitled
“Reallocation of Majority/Minority Budget,” is hereby relettered 545-38.

Section 2. Article VII, Section 545 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature is hereby
amended by adding a new Article VII, Section 545-30, to read as follows:

Section 545-36 Caucuses Established

A Caucus shall be defined as a group of Legislators who are members or adherents of the
same political party, or a groun of Tepislators who are adherents of the same issue. There shall
be an established Caucus for each legally constituted political party represented by a County
Legislator who is an enrolled member of said poliucal party. Only the President of the
Legislature shall have the power to establish additional Caucuses beyond those set forth herein,

A grou of Lepislators wishin to establish a Caucus other than one for a_lepall itut:
olitical hall_£il ice_with he President of the Le sl'lture Le Sl'll'Ol'S 5h1ll be

unestablished caucus.

Section 3. Article VII, Section 545 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature is hereby
amended by adding a new Arricle VII, Section 545-37, to read as follows:

Section 545-37 Majority and Minority Leaders Elected

The enrolled Legislators of the two (2) Caucuses with the greatest number of Legislators seated
in the Legislature shall elect a leader of their respective Caucus. The leader of the Caucus
whose membership of the Legislature constitutes a majority of the Legislature shall be known
as the Majority Leader. The leader of the other Caucus shall be known as the Minority Leader.
Those leaders shall serve at the pleasure of their respective Caucuses.

Section 4. Article VI, Section 545-38 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legslature, entitled
“Reallocation of Majority/Minority Budget,” is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 545-38 Reallocation of Majerig/Minenty-Legislature Budget
The Legislature shall 1ppropr1ate annually an amount for the operation of the staff offices for

each Caucus established in accordance with Section 545-36 beth—the—Republiean—nd
Bemeerant—Sttl—O#fiees. Such appropriations shall be based on each divsten's Caucus’

percentage representanon in the Legislative body_and shall be reallocated anytime a Caucus’

percentage representation changes as—e-FHae—Qrgaﬂ&&EGﬂal—Meemag-e-Hhe-GeuﬁﬂhI:egﬁhﬂﬂe
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held-in-recordanee-with-Seetton35+45-2. Should such a change occur during the course of the
fiscal year, the reallocation shall be made on a prorated basis.

Section 5. This resolution shall take effect immediately in accordance with Section C2-7 of the
Monroe County Charter.
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To the Honorable Legisiature Of
Monroe County Legislature Monroe County

407 County Office Building Commitiee

Rochester, New York 14614 Assignment <=

AGENDA/CHARTER 'L

RE: Amendment to Article VII of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature tt-AllnnL.ﬁnr_thL
Establishment and Funding of Independent Caucuses

Honorable Legislators:

We are a group of Democratic Legislators who are giving our constituents a CHOICE by creating
opportunity, income, capital and equity to provide a voice, protect the most vulnerable and ensure a future
for EVERY citizen of the City of Rochester.

We are strengthening our local party by putting forth a bold progressive agenda for our most
vulnerable citizens. Just last week ACT Rochester released the 2020 Hard Facts Report that showed that
our region is no better, and in fact sometimes worse, than other cities that are held up as poster children for
racial disparities, according to the Democrat and Chronicle.

Our decision to form an independent caucus allows us to focus primarily on the issues facing
communities of color. To accomplish our goal, we must have the necessary resources and support to serve
our constituents.

Each Legislator carries with them approximately $16,334 in budgetary funds for items including
staff salaries, fringe benefits, computer equipment, postage, rent, etc. The funds associated with our
legislative seats are allocated to the Democratic Staff Office in accordance with the Rules of the Legislature.
There are currently no provisions to reallocate those funds to support an independent caucus. Therefore, we
are seeking to amend the Rules of the Legislature to permit the reallocation of funds to the newly formed
“Black and Asian Caucus” so that we may best serve our constituents,

The specific legislative action required is to amend Article VII of the Rules of the Legislature of
the County of Monroe by adopting the attached resolution.

The legislative action requested in this referral is not an “Action” as that term is defined in 6
NYCRR 617.5(b), and is not subject to review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act. This

action will have no impact on the revenues or ex itures of the current Monroe County budget.
(\ Sincerely,

Calvin Lee, Ir SaBrina Lu.t/mr Frank Keoplietlasy Emn®st Flag
County Legislator County Legiglator County Legislato County Legislator
District 25 - Rochester District 27 - Rochester District 28 - Rochester District 29 - Rochester




By Legislators and
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RESOLUTION NO. __OF 2020
AMENDING ARTICLE VII OF THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF
MONROE TO ALLOW FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND FUNDING OF INDEPENDENT
CAUCUSES

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, as follows:

Section 1. Article VII, Section 545-36 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legtslature, entitled
“Reallocation of Majority/Minority Budget,” is hereby relettered 545-38.

Secton 2. Article VII, Section 545 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature is hereby
amended by adding a new Article VII, Section 545-36, to read as follows:

Section 545-36 C'lucuqcs Established

memberfi of thc Ieggll;, constituted political party Caucus corre‘;pondmﬁ to their political party
enrollment unless notice to the contrary is filed with the President of thc chthmrc

Lepislators shall only be entitled to membership in_one (1) established Caucus, Nothing in chis

section shall be construed to prohibit Legislators from forming or participating in an

unestablished ¢aucus.

Section 3. Atrticle VII, Section 545 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature is hereby
amended by adding a new Article VII, Section 545-37, to read as follows:

Section 545-37 M’llong and Minority Leaders l"lected

as thc Majority Leader, The leader of the other Caucus shall be known as the Minority Leader.

“Those leaders shall serve at the pleasure of their respective Caucuses.

Scction 4. Article VII, Section 5453-38 of the Rules of the Monroe County Legislature, entitled
“Reallocation of Majority/Minority Budget,” is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 545-38 Reallocation of Majeriy/Minetity-Legislature Budget

The Legislature shall appropriate annually an amount for the operation of the staff offices for
cach Caucus established in accordance with Section 5453-36

both—the—Republican—and
Bemoerat—Staff-Offtees. Such appropriations shall be based on each division's Caucus’

percentage representation in the Legislative body. 'md shall be rmllomtf,d anytime a C'lucu'i

percentage representation changes
beld-in-aceordrneewith-Seeton545-2, Should such a change occur during the course of the

fiscal year, the reallocation shall_be made on a prorated basis.




Secuon 5. This resolution shall take effect immediately in accordance with Section C2-7 of the
Monroe County Charter.
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