By Legislators Hebert, Allkofer and Keller
Intro. No.

MOTION NO. OF 2023

PROVIDING THAT LOCAL LAW (INTRO. NO. 123 OF 2023) ENTITLED “EXPANDED
VETERANS AND COLD WAR VETERANS TAX EXEMPTION” BE ADOPTED

BE IT MOVED, that Local Law (Intro. No. 123 of 2023 entitled “Expanded Veterans and Cold War

Veterans Tax Exemption” be adopted.
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By Legislators 1ebert, Allkofer and Keller
Intro No. 123
LOCAL LAW NO. OF 2023

ENACTING A LOCAL LAW ENTITLED “EXPANDED VETERANS AND COLD WAR VETERANS TAX
EXEMPTION”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, as follows:

Section 1. Increase in the Maximum Exemption Available Under the Alternative Veterans Exemption.
Section 357-41 of the Monroe County Code is hereby amended as follows:

§ 357-41 Increase in exemption. Pursuant to-Chapter256-of-the Lawso£ 2005 New York State Real Property
Tax Law § 458-a(d){ii), the maximum exemption allowable in Subdivision 2{z), (b) and {c) of § 458-a of the Real

Property Tax Law is increased to $36:000345,000, $24;000530,000 and $120:6005150,000, respectively.

Section 2. Increase in the Maximum Exemption Available for Cold War Veterans. Section 357-50(A) of the
Monroe County Code is hereby amended as follows:

§ 357-500 Exemption granted; statutory authoriry.

A. Pursuant to-Chapter655-of-the-bawsof 2007 New York Srate Real Property Tax Law § 458-b, the
Cold War veterans exemption allowable in Paragraphs (a)(iii) and (b} of Subdivision 2 of § 458-b of
the Real Property Tax Law is allowed. The maximum exemption allowable under Paragraphs {a)(ii)
of Subdivision 2 of § 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law is increased to $45,000 and the maximum
exemption allowable under Paragraphs (b) of Subdivision 2 of § 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law

is increased to $150,000,

Section 3. Severability. 1f any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this law or the
application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partership, entity, or ciccumstance shall be adjudged by
any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or
invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this law, or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or
circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such order or judgment shall be rendered.

Section 4. Effective Date. This local law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of Stare pursuant to

Scction 27 of the New York Municipal Home Rule Law and the Monroe County Charter.
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Subject: Enacting a Local Law Entitled “Expanded Veterans and Cold War Veterans

Tax Exemption”
Honorable Legislators:

Over the past few years, our local Veterans have been hit hard from the global pandemic.
Back in 1997 and 2005, Monroe County took advantage of an alternative Veteran tax exemption
under New York State Real Property Tax Law Section 458-a by increasing the maximum
allowable exemption. The basic minimums under that State law are {a) $12,000 for wartime
Veterans, (b) $8,000 for combat zone Veterans, and (c) $40,000 for disabled Veterans, but
subsection (d) allows for taxing jurisdictions to increase or decrease these amounts. Additionally,
Cold War Veterans who do not qualify under Real Property Tax Law Section 458-a are also
eligible for an exemption under Section 458-b. Under this local law, the maximum exemption
allowed for Cold War Veterans is expanded to $45,000 and for disabled Cold War Veterans to
$150,000.

While we have all been working to ensure our Veterans get the protections they need, there
has been a dire need for much more growth and improvement. In 1997, the maximum exemptions
in Monroe County under Section 458-a were raised to $18,000, $12,000, and $60,000 and in 2005,
the maximum exemptions were raised to $60,000, $24,000, and $120,000.

One of our neighboring counties has already decided to take that next step in ensuring our
veterans get the best services available. In 2022, Erie County raised their maximum exceptions to
$30,000, $20,000, and $100,000. Under state law, the maximum levels Monroe County can raise
subsections (b) and (c) to are $30,000 and $150,000 respectively, and we seek to raise our
exemption levels to that maximum allowable amount.

Utilizing this enabling legislation available to counties all across New York, we are looking
to increase this under the current state law. This increase will allow Veterans of the past, present,
and future to take advantage of this tax exemption. In a time where the worldwide pandemic has
ended and normality has begun to set back in, anything and everything we can do to help our
Veterans needs to be done.

409 County Office Building - 39 West Main Street + Rochester, New York 14614
Phone: (585) 753-1922



The specific legislative actions required are to:

1. Hold a public hearing on the proposed Local Law
2. Enact a Local Law entitled “Expanded Veterans and Cold War Veterans Tax
Exemption”

The legislative action requested in this referral is not an “Action” as that term is defined in
6 NYCRR 617.5(b), and is not subject to review under the State Environmental Review Act. This

action will have no impact on the revenues or expenditures of the current Monroe County budget.

Respectfully Submitted,

Adam J. Bello
Monroe County Executive
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By Legislators and

Intro No.
LOCAL LAW NO. OF 2023

ENACTING A LOCAL LAW ENTITLED “EXPANDED VETERANS AND COLD WAR
VETERANS TAX EXEMPTION”

BE I'T ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, as follows:

Section 1. Inctease in the Maximum Exemption Available Under the Alternative Veterans
Exemption. Section 357-41 of the Monroe County Code is hereby amended as follows:

§ 357-41 Increase in exemption. Pursuant to-Chapter256-of the Lawse£2005 New York

State Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(d)(ii}, the maximum exemption allowable in Subdivision
2(a), (b) and (c} of § 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law is increased to $36;600845,000,

$24,600330,000 and $120,6603150,000, respectively.

Section 2. Increase in the Maximum Exemption Available for Cold War Veterans, Section
357-50(A) of the Monroe County Code is hereby amended as follows:

§ 357-50 Exemption granted; statutory authority.

A. Pursuant to-Chapter-655-eof-the-aws-of 2007 New York State Real Property Tax Law
§ 458-b, the Cold War veterans exemption allowable in Paragraphs (a)(iif) and (b} of

Subdivision 2 of § 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law is allowed. _The maximum

exemption allowable under Paragraphs (a)(ii) of Subdivision 2 of § 458-b of the Real

Property Tax Law is increased to $45.000 and the maximum exemption allowable

under Paragraphs (b) of Subdivision 2 of § 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law is
increased to $150.000.

Section 3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or part of this
law or the application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or
citcumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part
of this law, or in its application to the person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, endty, or
circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such order or judgment shall be rendered.

Section 4. Effective Date. This local law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State
pursuant to Section 27 of the New York Municipal Home Rule Law and the Monroe County Charter.
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