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By Legislators Baynes and Maffucci
Intre. No.

RESOLUTION NO. ____ OF 2024

AUTHORIZING LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH BELLA EVENTS GROUP FOR 2024
ROCHESTER PRIDE FESTIVAL

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE COUNTY OF MONROE, as follows:

Section 1. The Monroe County Legislature hereby authorizes a license agreement with Bella Events
Group for the 2024 Rochester Pride Festival to be held at the festival grounds at Beikirch Park, formerly Highland
Park South, on July 20, 2024

Section 2. This resolution shall take effect in accordance with Section C2-7 of the Monroe
County Charter.

Recreation and Education Committee; February 26, 2024 — CV: 7-0
Ways & Means Committee; February 27, 2024 - CV: 11-0
File No. 24-0083
ADOPTION: Date: _ Vote:
ACTION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE
APPROVED: VETOED:

SIGNATURE: DATE:

EFFECTIVE DATE OF RESOLUTION:
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To the Honorable

Monroe County Legislature
407 County Office Building
Rochester, New York 14614

Subject: Authorizing a License Agreement with Bella Events Group for the 2024 Rochester
Pride Festival

Honorable Legislators:

I recommend that Your Honorable Body authorize a license agreement with Bella Events
Group for the 2024 Rochester Pride Festival to be held at the festival grounds at Beikirch Park,
formerly Highland Park South, on July 20, 2024.

The Rochester Pride Festival has been held as a celebration of and for our community’s
LGBTQ+ members after Rochester’s Pride Parade since at least 1996, but this is the first time
that the festival is being organized as a ticketed, paid admission event in a County park. Under
County law, this commercial use of County park facilities requires the issuance of a revocable
license and the approval of the County Legislature.

Rochester Pride events have a long history of being held in July, instead of with most
national events in June, dating back to the original July 1971 “Gay-In” picnic at Genesee Valley
Park. Since 2016, the Pride Festival has been held at Cobbs Hill Park, a City of Rochester-
operated park, but the attendance of the event has outgrown that location. Details of the 2024
Pride Festival are still being developed, but will include food and drink vendors, booths for
community organizations and businesses, and live music.

The specific legislative action required is to authorize a license agreement with Bella
Events Group for the 2024 Rochester Pride Festival to be held at the festival grounds at Beikirch
Park, formerly Highland Park South, on July 20, 2024.

This action is a Type Il Action pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617.5(c)(21) (“minor temporary
uses of land having negligible or no permanent impact on the environment”) and is not subject to
further review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act.
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This license agreement is revenue generating and no net County support is required in the
current Monroe County budget.

The records of the Office of the Monroe County Treasury have indicated that neither
Bella Events Group, nor its principal officer, Jenna Knauf, owe any delinquent Monroe County
property taxes.

I recommend that this matter be referred to the appropriate committee(s) for favorable
action by Your Honorable Body.

micerely,

Adam J. Bello
Monroe County Executive



