Make Your
Home Fit For An
H2O Hero!

What is Stormwater?
Stormwater is rain water or snow melt that
runs off of driveways, roofs, roads, and parking
lots rather than soaking in to the ground. As
stormwater flows across these hard surfaces, it
collects automotive fluids, fertilizers, pesticides,
pet waste, and sediments. These pollutants are
conveyed, untreated, to the nearest waterway
through the network of gutters, ditches, and pipes

Creating Green Infrastructure
For Your Home

referred to as the stormwater system.

What is Green Infrastructure?
Green Infrastructure is an approach to managing
stormwater that protects water quality by soaking water into the ground rather than creating
runoff. Rain gardens and rain barrels are popular
examples of green infrastructure that can easily
be installed by homeowners.

Be an H2O Hero!
Want More Info?
Call Us or Visit Us Online!
Water Education Collaborative:
585-753-5441
www.H2Ohero.org
Larry the H2O Hero is also
on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/LarrytheH2OHero
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Tree Plantings

Rain Barrels

Rain Gardens
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Rain Barrels
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A properly designed rain barrel includes an
adequately sized overflow directed to an area
which can safely receive this runoff. Find out
how much rainwater comes off your roof at
www.H2OHero.org.
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Tree plantings can be done on both small and large
scales, and can be a household project or a
community wide initiative.

Permeable Pavement

Downspout Disconnects
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Vegetated Swale

(Photo courtesy of epa.gov)

A Vegetated Swale is a turf or plant lined
channel designed to transport stormwater
at lower speeds. The vegetation acts as a
filter, removing pollutants from the runoff,
and slower velocities allow the stormwater
to soak back into the ground.
To learn more about how to get a rain barrel for
your home visit www.H2OHero.org and click on
“Get Involved.”
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