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As we approach Juneteenth, we recognize a pivotal moment
in our nation’s history and reflect on the enduring
significance of freedom, justice, and equality under the law.

Juneteenth commemorates June 19, 1865, when the last
enslaved African Americans in Galveston, Texas learned they
were free, more than two years after the Emancipation
Proclamation had been issued. While it marks the end of one
of the darkest chapters in American history, it also serves as
a reminder that the pursuit of justice is an ongoing
responsibility.

As prosecutors and public servants, we are entrusted with
upholding the law fairly, protecting the rights of all people,
and ensuring that justice is administered without bias.
Juneteenth offers an opportunity to reflect on the progress
our country has made while recognizing the work that
remains to build trust, strengthen communities, and
promote equal justice for all.

The Monroe County District Attorney’s Office is committed
to serving every member of our community with integrity,

professionalism, and respect. We know that public safety and

justice are strongest when they are rooted in fairness and
accountability. Those principles guide our work every day,
whether we are supporting victims, prosecuting violent
crime, engaging with community partners, or mentoring the
next generation of legal professionals.

As we honor Juneteenth, | encourage all of us to take time to
learn, reflect, and appreciate the sacrifices and contributions
of those who helped move our nation closer to its founding
ideals. Let us continue striving toward a future where justice
is not only pursued, but experienced equally by all.
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