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One Second, Everything Changes

Kids are in crashes for many reasons: inattention,
drunk or distracted drivers. Some kill themselves, &=

their friends, or others.

Many begin drinking in Middle School and early
High School. Some geta second chance and don't

take it, leading to tragedy.

This exhibit, through words and images, portrays
youth who were put at risk in Western New York.
|t focuses on fateful eventsina forensic style.
I As you tour and reflect, get to know their st
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Photograph of note left at Matt's

Matt’s car post-crash.
grave,

The Klassy Cat Tavern where Kristian  The Lehigh Station Road stop sign
was drinking the night of the crash,  where Matt stopped before the crash.

Rush-Henrietta High School graduate, with multiple drunk driving incidents, kills Rush-Henrietta Sophomore
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Matt: An Artist

Matt’s 10th grade biology project

“Matthew was bright, friendly, and very creative. He loved art and showed a lot of skill at it.”

- David Barlow (Matt’s uncle)

“Matthew was a perfectionist when it came to his artwork. If it wasn'tjust so, he'd become very
frustrated and would erase and re-do until he was satisfied. He was very detail oriented and it

shows in this illustration he did for his science class. He was working with a girl as his lab partner.

This g"’ had alot of dlfﬁtUIty with her self-esteem and Sotid”y atsth00/. Herpee,, were very

hard on her. His teacher, Mrs. Sandburry, told us he was always very patient with her (the girl).
She sometimes had him hold her books and purse while she organized or cleaned their area.
Mrs. Sandbury said they looked so cute together. When it came time to do his illustration,
Matthew watched his lab partner struggle with drawing a cricket, so he took the pencil from her

and said, ‘Let me take over from here.’ His teacher was so impres

sed with the fine leve] of details
depicted in his work that she uses a copy of it as an example to show her dasses every year since.

Mrs. Sandbury sees it as college level work.” - Bernadette Kato

Photo courtesy of Bernagette Kato.
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Matt and Shawn showing their blue tongues, from suckers they just finished!

“Yo Kato, what’s going on man...You may not realize it, but you are my best friend, my brother,

and a big help to me. Countless times this year when i have wanted to just drop out of school,
you were there to tell me it's not worth it.” - Shawn Elliott, Pre-Crash Letter to Matt

enjoying life and looking forward to the coming school year. They would have been seniors.
They were just ‘chillin’ togethe

r, as Shawn would say, driving around waiting for their friend
Tim to call so that they could all hang out. It turned out to be the last time that Matt and Shawn

would be together. Kristian Kemp's actions that day took one young man’s life and left the other

to grieve. There was the devastation at seeing his friend’s lifeless body at his wake, recovering
from injuries from the accident, and having to repea

tedly recall painful details of the accident
for the police, the district attorney and the grand jury.”

“On the day of the crash, summer was well under way. Shawn and Matt were both seventeen,

- Debra and Robert Elliott, Sentencing Victim Impact Statement, 2/6/05

“E/liott states he suffereda lacerated spleen, an injury requiring stitches,
- Rochester Police Department, RPD, Investigative Action Report,

broken ribs, among others.”
8/10/04

“Aact ol g

hawn Elliot deserves a heartfelt apology because Kristian killed his best friend, Matt,



Matt: A Brother

“The night of the
crash, | went to Matt i

his he 1 att in the hospital, : :

ad to resurrect him.” - Paul Kato Jr. emai|p1/23 /t:)r;d wished that all i needed to do was touch

ousv B

Matt Kato, Paul Kato Jr+ paul Kato Senior, and Bemadette Kato.

The Kato family at Christmas:

re he died, Matt and | walked into d friend’s home, and my buddy Scott exclaime?, :
ame colored hat, the same type of clothes, &

fyou, both you guys are wearing thes
s are Peasina Pod’ Matt and | looked at ead

nch taller than you Paul! You guy.
hat to the left instead of wearing it slightly cocked to the

ni
d then Scottd n0d, almost tosay, 0.K. Now we're different.

Jed as Matt turned his
e, and we gave each otheran
Jr. email, 1/23/05
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